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Transcendental Descent
of the Yamuna

Yamuna is the transcendental river which flows through
Goloka Vrindayana, the original abode in the spiritual world
and the transcendental playground of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Lord Krishna, Who is the scurce of all incarna-
tions. Lord Krishna is enjoying there eternally with His deyo-
tees, who are headed by His eternal consort Srimati Radharani
and Her eight assistant girlfriends, namely, Lalita, Visakha,
Chitradevi, Indulekha, Champakalata, Rangadevi, Tungayidya,
Sudevi. Some cof the most intimate devotees of Lord Krishna
expand in diflerent forms, so that they can satisfy and serye
Lord Krishna in different ways.

It is explained by Srila Rupa QGoswami and Srila Bala-
deva Vidyabhusana that Yamuna is the liquid form of Srimati
Visakbadevi. The Yamuna River can easily purify nne of all
sinful reactions and benedict oue with material prosperity
simply by scmeone ‘thinking of bathing in her waters, but the
real benefit of coming into contact with her transcendental
water is the attainment of devotion to Sri Sri Radhs and
Krishna.

Although Radha Kunda, Goyardhana, Yamuna and
othzr pastime places of Goloka have eternally existed, incon-



2

ceivably, at some point in eternity, they where created by Loy
Krishna for the pleasure of Srimati Radhurani.

The following ttory is taken from the Garga Sambhita ang
Brahma Vaivarta Purana.

Once Sri_rnat.i Radharani was sitting 2lone, waiting for
Lord Krishna to come and nieet Her, when She received infor-
mation th: t Lord Krishna was enjoying in a secluded place wit)
Viraja. Upon heziring this, in an angry moead, Srimati Radha.
rani immedizately went to the place of Viraja. Sridhama hag
been posted at the gate of Viraja's garden When Srimanti
Radharani arrived there Sridhama ptevcnted Her -from
entering. Snmatl Radharani dcmandcd to Viraja  imme-
diately. When V:raja came out to meet Ra dha:am Sumqtl
Radhar‘m ai orce Cuiséd ter 1o become a m,er and also to
descend ifito the material  wotld. At that timie Lord Krishna
did nct shew Himself and Radharani returned to Her own
pla e 'The:e&fter Krishna tcok Viraja and cn)eycd with her
in the forest. While Krishna 'was enjeying with her, Viraja’s
seven children = disturbed thcm with their fighting amongst
themselyes. Viraja became very angry at her childrén and
cufsed them to ‘become bogies of water. She further -cursed
tiwcm that no-one could drink their waters and thet they would
ot be 2ble to n:eet with each other- t:ll. the dsssn lution . of the
n*,aterml unwease These sgven sons manifested . as. thc seven
(oeens sprroundmg the seven dvipas, namely, the salt water
ccpn ~sugarcane  oceze, wine ocean, ghee ccean, yog.uit
gcean, niilk ocean; and the freshwater —ocean. Then Lord
](mshna mfcrmed Viraja that it was now time for her to ge into
the "material world but that she sould not be fughtencd as He
&’"uld atways be close to het” and when He “weuld abvent on
. ""earth 'He would take her as one “of ‘His wwes - After
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offering her obeisances over aed over again to Lord Krishna and
to Goloka Vrindayana, Viraja then started her journey in the
form of the river Yamuna. As she was Jeaving Goloka
Vrindayana, she met with the rivhr G;uiées who was also
coming from another part of Goloka known as Navadyvipa.
She was also going to the material realm for the purpose of
purifying the living entities who were entrapped there. The
transcendental waters of the Yamuna and Guanga mixed toge-
“ther and they travelled as 0ﬁc river throughout Vaikuntha (the
“spiritual world) until eventuallv they came to the edge of the
material universe. When the Suprente Lord appeared in His
form as Vamanadeva in the sacrificial arena of Bali Maharaja.
"He extended His left foot up to the covering of the uniyerse
and pierced a hole in the covering with the nail of His big tce
and thus those transcendental waters lowed m and descended
on Dhruvaloka. Next they flowed down on to the planets of
the seven sages (Marici, Atri, Angira, Pulaha, Kratu, Pu'astya,
'Va'sistha):. After this the Ganges (the Yamuna remained
hidden in the water of the Ganga) is carried through space by
unlimited celestial airplanes 10 the nioon and then flows onto
Lord Brahma’s abode on top of Mount Meru where the trans-
cendental waters divide into four branches which flow in the
four directions. That branch which flows to the south
descends into the Himalayan Mountain Range where the
Yamuna saparatas and flows down the Kalinda mountain
(and thus becomes known as Kalindi, the daughter of Kallnda)
and appears on the earth at a place of the name Yamunotri
and from there flows in an easterly direetion eventually passing
"tl.u‘ough Indraprastha ( New Delhi ). From there she next
reaches the place where the original Goloka Vrindayana
( known on earth as Gokula ) has manifested, When the

ST
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reached Gokula she began to flow very slowly through that
land which was the transcendental playground of her Lord
Krishna. When she reached the place of Visramghat in
Mathura she stopped to rest for a wh jle. Just to fully appre-
ciate the whole of Gokula (Vrindavana-dhama), she divided off
into many branches some -ﬁowing around Govardhana hil],
Varsana, Nandagram and the other forests of Gokuladhama.
After this she slowly, reluctantly startcd her journey again.
After passing through Mahavana and leaving the borders of
Gokula Vrindavana, she flowed on until she reached Prayag,
where she again met with the river Ganga and their waters
mingled together and flowed on as oneriver through the city
of Lord Siva, Kasi ( Banaras ), and slowly they flowed towards
Gupta Vrindayana, known as Navyadyipa-dhama. As they
entered the borders of Navadvipa-dhama they slowed down
so that they could fully appreciate Sri Chaitanya Maha-
prabhu’s Navadvipa-dhama Who is non - different to Sri
Radha Krishna and Vraja-dhama. Wanting to visit all the
future places of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s pastimes, they
slowly flowed round the dhama until eventually they realized
that they had to continue on their Jeurney. As they were
approaching the great salt ocean, all of the demigods showered
flowers upon them. At that time Yamuna deyi spoke to
Ganga devi, «All glories to you, you are the purifier of the
three worlds and you have risen from the Lotus feet of Lord

Krishna Himself all the ihree worlds are singing your g]ori'és.

Unfortunately I have to separate from you now and return to

Goloka Vrindayvana. 0O Ganga, you please go, three is no

place in the three worlds which ean purify one as uuickly and

thoroughly as simply coming in  contact with your diyine

waters. If I have offended you in any way, then please foi-
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give me”. Sri Ganga replied in the following words, «O
yamuna, please accept my humble obeisances, you, in fact
are the purifier of the three worlds and you have manifested

from the left side of Lord Krishna’s body. I along with every-
one in the three worlds am always praying for your mercy.
You are the very life force of.Lord Krishna, so please accept
my humble obeisances at your lotus feet again and again.
You are even worshipped by the residents of Goloka and one :
who comes in contact with you is guarapteed of entering into
the divine pastimes performed in Goloka Vrindavana. By the
ordt__ar of Lord Krishna I shall ncw descend to Patalaloka but
I am hesitating to follow that instruction due to fear frem be-
coming separated from you. I long for that time when I shall -
be :ible to join you in serving Sri Sri Radha Krishna in Goloka
Vrindayana. I am falling again & again at your lotus feet begg-
ing forgiveness for any offences committed by me.” Thus Gan-
gaji descended into the Nether regions to purify the conditioned
souls trapped there. After this Yamuna started to flow over the -
ocean and slowly crossed island after island until she came to
the golden mountain range of the name Lokaloka and started
to rise up that mountain range and retrace her previous course
back to Goioka.

~ Passing through Vaikuntha she eventually entered Goloka
again. At that time all of the demigods of the material worlds
and the residents of the spiritual world started to shower
flowers and sing prayers in glorification of the Yamuna, by

whose mercy one can easily and very quickly crosss over the

ocean of nescience and arriye at the Lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha °

and Krishna. (These cursing pastimes take place in the opulent
realm of Goloka and haye nothing to do with the sweet pas-
times of the inner realm of Vraja-Vrindayana).



Birth 0f Yamuna-Bevi in Her
Personified Form

By the divine arrangement of Lord Krishna, Srimati
Radharani cursed Viraja-devi to become a river and also to
descend into the material worid. This was part of a greater
plan of Loxd Krishna, to saye the conditioned souls who were
suffering in the material world, and for this purpose, He had
arranged through His transcendental illusory potency ( Yoga-
maya ) that this pasiimc took place.

After Srimati Radharani had cursed Viraja-deyi, She
also cursed Sridama to becomc a demon ( he became Shankas-
ura ). And he in return cursed Srimati Radharani to be
separated from Lord Krishna for one hundred ycai‘S._ In this
way, through transcendental disagreements and arguments,
the various associates of Lord Krishna came into the material
world. Tne reason f‘or their descent is twofold; one, to help
the conditioned souls to become freed from the clut’ches of
the cycle of birth and death and to attain their eternal relati-
omship with' Lord Krishna. And secondly to assist Lord

Krishna when He incarnates in this world to display His
transcendental pistime. The reason for Lord Krishna’s des
cent into the niaterial world is given by Lord Krishna Him-
self in the Srimad-Bhagavad-Gita. “Whenever and wnerever
there is a decline in religious practice, O descendant of
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Bharata and a predominant rise of ir

religion, at thar 1
descend Myself,” .k 1

“To deliver the pious and to annihilate the miscreants,
as well as to reestgblish the principles of religion, I Myself
appear, mill_cn.uium after millenniym,” (B G 47, 8) .

The mercy of the Vaisnavyas ( devotees ) is  described in
the following prayer :

“l offer my respectful obzisances unto all the Vaisnava
devotees of the Lord. They are just like desire-trees who can
fulfill the desires of everyone, and thev are ful! of compassion

for the fallen conditioned souls.”

Viraja-devi descended into the material world in the
form of the Yamuna River. to purify and give love of Lord
Krishna to the conditioned souls and she also appeared in her
human-like form to assist Lord Krishna in His pastimes.

Kalindi ( Yamuna-deyi ) took birth from Viyvaswata ( the
sun-god ) and Sanjna ( the daughter of Visvakarma ) Due
to the bright effulgence of the sun.god, Sanjna would close
her cyes when Vivaswata would approach her. Becoming
angry with Sanjna Vivaswata cursed her that a son would
1ake birth from her who would take everyene’s life away.
Later he blessed her that she would give birth 1o a daughter,
who would free cyervone from the realm of birth and death.
Sanjna gave birth to twms, Yamg ( the god of death ) and
Yami ( Yamuna ). who was also known by the name Krishna,
cecause her body was blackish. Both, Yantuna and Yamaraj
haye aiso appeered in a golden-coloured form simultaneously.
ia’s other form is known as Dharmaraj, ( he awards the

Yamer:ja e
activities of the living entities ). And Yamupa-devi’s
actually the

plous - .
solden coloured form is Vishaka-devi, who 18
FO1AC i
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original person from whom Viraja devi ( Yamuna-devi ) hyg
expanded.
Yamuna-deyi infornmed her father that she would no¢
marry any one except Lord Krishna. Vivaswata advised her
‘that it would be very difficult for her to marry Lord Krishna
because-He was actually the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
But Yamuna-devi decided she would perform severe auster-
ities until her desire was fulfilled. Seeing her determination,
Vivaswata relented and built for her a residence in the waters
of the Yamuna near Khandava forest. How she attained
Loid Krishrz’s grace to become His wife is narrated as follows
in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam :
“Once Krishna and Arjuna reached the bank of the
Yamuua, they washed their hands and feet and mouths
and drank the clear water, of the Yamuna. While they
were resting and drinking water, they saw a  beautiful
girl of marrigeable age walking alone on the bank of
the Yamuaa. Krishna asked His friend Arjuna to go
forward and ask the girl who she was. By the order of
Krishna, Arjuna immediately approached the girl, who
was very beautiful. She had an attractiye body and
nice glittering teeth and smiling face. Arjuna inquired,
“My dear girl, you are so beautiful with your raised
breasts, may I ask you who you are ? We are surprised
to see you loitering here alone. What is your purposeé
in coming here ? We can guess only that you
ing after a suitable husband. If you d-n’t
can disclose your purpose. I shall try to
The beautiful girl was the
She replied, «Sri, I

serch-
mind, you
satisfy you.”
River Yamuna personified.

am the daughter of the son-god,
and I am now performing penance and austerity to have



Lord Vishnu as my husband. [ think He is the Supr-

eme Person and just suitable to become my husband,
I disclose my desire thus because you wanted to know
it."”
The girl continued, “My dear sir, 1 know you are the
hero Arjuna, so I may further say that I'll not accept
anyone as my husband besides Lord Vishnu, because
He is the only protector of all living entities and the
bestower of liberation for all conditioned souls. I shall
be thankful unto you if you pray to Lord Vishnu to
become pleased with me.” The girl Yamuna knew it
well that Arjuna was a great devotee of Lord Krishna
and that if he would pray, Krishna would never denv
his request.To approach Krishna direcily may sometimes
be futile. But to approach Krishna through His deyotee
is sure to be successful. She further told Arjuna, «“My
name is Kalindi, and I live within the water of the
Yamuna. My father was kind enough to construct a
special house for me within the waters of the Yamuna,
and I have vowed to remain in the water as long as I
can not find Lord Krishna.” The message of the girl
Kalindi was duly carried to Krishna by Arjuna although
Krishna, as the Supersoul of everyone’s heart, know
everything. Without further discussion, Kriskna imme-
diately accepted Kalindi and asked her to sit down on
the chariot.”’(Srila Rupa Goswami, has described in his
Lalita-madhava that, Kalindi, the golden form of
Yamuna-devi, is a reflection of Visakha-devi)



Heoly Places Sitaated oen the
fiank of the Yamuna

The entire course of the Yamuna river is important,
end wherever one takes bath, one will become free from the
cycle of birth and death, and very quickly get the opportu-
nity to serve the Lotus.feet of Lord-Krishna. But due to Lord
Krishna’s or His pure devotees enjoying, or performing aust-

erities at a particular place, some places have become even
more important.

Below are described some of the more prominent
places ;—
This list is far from complete

-

The Yamuna river rises from the glaciers of the Kalinda
mountain e¢nd thus she is also known by the name <Kalindi’
(the daughter of Kalinda).

YAMNOTRI—At zbout four miles from Kalinda
mountain is Yamnotri which is traditionally celebrated as
the source of the Yamuna river. An extraordinary phenome-
non is seen here. From the Kalinda mountain ice-cold water
is running, and nearby a number of hot springs rise up. As
it is not possible to baihe in the boiling hot water, nor the
ice-cold water, there have been constructed tenks near Yam-
notri, where the hot and cold waters mix. ( Many pilgrims put
rice, dhal or even flour into a cloth and bang it into the water,
and in this way, they boil their food).
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There is a very beautiful deity of Yamuna-devi worshi-
ped here which dates back at least flve thuosand years. One
who comes here and offers their obeisances to Yamun--devi,
and takes a dip in the sacred waters, will very quickly attain
the mercy of Sri Yamuna-devi. The sage Asita had his
ashrem here. When Lord Nityananda-Prabhu wos
holy places, He also visited this Place.

Yamnatri can be reached by bus, private car from Hrishi-
kesh between mid-April and late October.

BANDARPUNCH —This mountain  is not far from
Yamnotri. When the great deyotee ‘Hanuman®

touring the

had gone to
Lanka to search out Sri Sita-devi, ne had been captured by

the followers of Ravana, and to punsh him, his tail had
been set on fire. After which Hanuman expanded his body
and staried to set on fire the whole of Lanka. After he had
successfully set Lanka ablaze, he jumped fiom there to this
place and extinguished his tail in the water of the Yamuna.
This place is known as ‘Bandarpunch’ (monkey’s tail).

After the Yemuna has passed through ‘Yamnotri® and
‘Bandarpunch’ she runs through the Himalayan Mountains
for about eighty miles, being joincd on the way by smaller
streams. When she passes through the Siwaliks range, the river
Tons mingles into her wateis just close to Kalsi.

After Yamuna-nagar, she flows close to Kurukshetra.
Previvusly, Yamuna's course hed touched the holy place of
Kurukshetra, where the greet battle between the Kauravas
and the Pandvas had taken place, it was in this area that
Yamuna-devi in the form of ‘Kalindi’ had performed austerities
to get Lord Krisbna as her husband.

Next the Yamuna flows through the districts of Karnal
Muzzafarnagar and Meerut. Just before reaching New-Delhi
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she flows close to Sukatal, where Srila Sukadev Goswamj
recited the Srimad-Bhagavatam for seven days before Maha-
raja Parikshit. On the full-moon day of the month of Kartik
(October [November) that bez utiful recitation was concluded.,

At Suka-Tal there is an old Banyan tree known by ihe
name ‘Brahmachari Vat. This place is located
north of Delhi.

Next Yamuna flows through New-Delhi, the modern
day capital cf India, which had previously been the
the capital of Yudhisthir Maharaj, known
After Yamuna flows through the district

thirty miles

site of
as “Indraprastha.’
of Gurgaon, she
reaches Hasanpur, where she enters into Braja-Dham. This
Braja Dham, although appearing to be situated in India, is
actually nondifferent from the original Goloka Vrindavan.
This entire arez is not detroyed when the universe is destro-
yed. It encompasses an area, when measured from Mathura
as its centre, of forty-two miles in every direction.

UVE —Next the Yamuna reaches this place, where we
find ‘Ram-ghat’, which is where Lord Balarama, the elder
brother of Lord Krishna enjoyed Rasa-lila with His gopi girl
friends. While Lord Balarama was €njoying dancing with
the gopis on the full-moon of the spring season,

the demigod
known as Varuna sent his daughter «Varunij’

in the form of
liquid honey oozing from the hollows of the trees. Drinking

that Varuni beverage along with His gopi
ramz became very happy.

girl-friends, Bala-

This pastime is narrated in “Krishna Book”
“While B

as follows :
alarama was in that happy mcod, He desired

to enjoy the company of the gopis in the water of the

Yamuna. Therefore He called Yamuna to come rearby.



Bnt Yamuna neglected the order of Balaramaja, consid-
ering Him to be intoxicated. Lord Balarama became
very much displeased at Yamuna’s neglecting His order.
He immediately wanted to scratch the land near the
river with His plough share. Lord Balarama has two
weapons, a plough and a club, and He takes seryice from
them when they are required. This time He wanted to
bring the Yamuna by force, and He took the help of
His plough He wanted to punish Yamuna beczuse she
did not come in obedience to His order, He addressed
Yamuna : ‘“You wretched river. You did no case for
My order. Now I shall teach youa lesson. You did
not come to Me voluntarily., Now with the help of
My plough I shall force you to come. I shall divide you
into hundreds of scattered streams.”

When Yamuna was threatened like this, she became
greatly wfraid of the power of Balarama and immedia-
tely came in person, falling at His Jotus feet and praying
thus : “My dear Balarama, You are the most powerful
personality, and You are pleasing to everyone. Unfor-
tunately, I forgot Your glorious, exalted position, but

now 1 hayve come to my senses,and I remember that You

hold all the planetary systems on Your head merely by

Your partial expansion as Sesa, You are the sustainer

of the whole universe. My dear Supreme Personality

of Godhead, You are full of six opulences. Because

1 forgot Your omnipotence, I haye mistakenly disobeyed

Your order, andthus I haye become a great offender.

But, my dear Lord, please know that I am a surrend-

ered soul unto You. You are very much affectionate

to Your devotees. Therefore please excuse my impudence

13
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and mistakes and, by Your causcless mercy, may You
naw release me.”
Upon displaying this submissive attitude, Yamuna wag
forgiven and when she came nearby,Lord Balarama wan-
ted to enjoy the pleasure of swimming within her water
along with the gopis in the same way an elephant enjoys
himself along with his many she-elephants. After a long
time, when Lord Balarema had enjoyed to Fis full
satisfaction, He came out of the water, and immediately
a goddess of fortune offered Him a nice blue garment
and a valuable necklace made of gold. After taking
bath in the Yamuna, Lord Balarama, dressed in blue
garments and decorated with golden ornaments, looked
very attractive to everyone. Lord Balarama’s com-
plexion is white, and when He was properly dressed He
looked exactly like the white elephant of King Indra
in the heavenly planet, The River Yamuna still has
many small branches due to being scratched by the
ploughshare of Lord Balarama. And all these branches
of the River Yamuna are still glorifying the omnipo-
tency of Lord Balarama.”

At this Place is an old Balarama temple next to which is

an Asvata tree dating 5,000 years.

CHIRA GHATA —1It was at this place that Krishna
stole the clothes of the young unmarried gopi girls, thus
fulfilling their desire to have Krishna as their husband. Close
by is one Katyayani-devi temple, whom the gopis worshipped
some five thousand years ago. The name of the village in
which this Chira ghata is situated is Syaro; at a half a mile
distauce is ‘Tapovan’, where the gopis obseryed the Katyayani
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Vrata to attain Krishna as their husband.

NANDA GHATA —It was at this ghata 1he seryants of
Varuna ( the demigod in charge of the waters ) arrested Nanda
Maharaja; Maharaj was later freed by the persopal request o
his son Lord Krishna.

Srila Jiva Goswami lived in a large crocodile hole at
this place for some time. It was here whese he compiled his
Sat—Sandarbas, One can still see this bhajan stali of Srila
Jiva Goswami.

Nanda ghata is three miles from Chira ghatx.

VRINDAVAN — Previously the Yamuna used to encircle
Vrindayana, which is the place where Lord Krishna enjoyed
the rasa-lila aloug with the gopis. Today, many of the ghats
are not touched by the Yamuna and have fallen into a state of
disrepair, But still these places are visited by hundreds of
thousands of pilgrims every year, who touch the dust to their
heads to sancrify themselyes. It is considered that they get the
same benefit as when the Yamuna’s water was actually touching
them.

VARAHA GHATA—This is the first of the ghats of
Vrindayana. At this place Lord Krishna showed His Varaha-
form ( Boar ) to the gopis. Gautom Rishi performed austerities
here also.

MOHAN TER GHATA — It was at this place that cupid
tried to fire his arrow of lust at Lord Krishna, while He was
dancing with the gopis, but instead he was himself overcome
with lusty feelings. Thus, Lord Krishna is known as ‘Madana-
Mohan. _

GO GHATA —It was here that Nanda Maharaj would
give cows in charity. And one will attaip great merit and
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very easily be able to enter into Goloka Vrindavana if one

renders service to the cows, or gives charity at this place.

At this time there is a large goshalla of the name¢ ¢‘Bhaktived-
anta Swami Goshalla, here belonging to the’ International
Society for Krishna Consciousness,” of which ¢His Divine
Grace, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada” was the
Founder Acharya.

KALIYA GHATA—It was here that the Kaliya serpent
was chastised by Lord Krishna. ( Refer to story in the Tenth
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam ) Here also one can see the
Samadhi temple of Prabhodananda Saraswati.

SURYA GHATA—This plece is also known as ‘Prakasha-
nanda Tirth.” Surya (the sun-god ) performed austerities
here to actain darshan of Lord Krishna. At this place there
is a hill of the name. Dyadasaditya Tila,” on which Srila San-
atana Goswami had his ¢‘Bhajan-kutir.” Sanatan Goswami’s
deity of the name ‘Madana-Mohana’, and a Temple of the
same name, is here, Also Srila Sanatana Goswami’s Samadhi is
situated here.

N:xt come KADIYA-GHATA, YUGAL GHATA, where
a very old temple of Yugal Bihari stands.

DUSA GHATA, SRIJI GHATA, BIHARII GHATA,
DAROIYA GHATA, BHEEM GHATA and ANDHERA
GHATA, where Krishna and the gopis would play hidc-and—scek-.
one of them would have their eyes bound and then would
try to catch the others. This ghata was constructed by Raja-
Maan-Singh of Jaipur.

IMLI-TALA GHATA —Once while Krishna was enjoy-
ing rasa-lila with the gopis in Vrindévan, Srimati Radharani,
Who was the topmost and most beautiful of all the gopis,



17

left that dancing arena. When Krishna realized that Radharani
had gone, He immediately Jeft all of those other gopis and
went to search out Srimati Radharani in the groves of Vrinda-
vana. After searching intensely for Her, Lord Krishna came
to this Imli-Tala ( Tamarind-tree ) which was one of the dear-
most places of Srimati Radharani. Sitting under this tree,
Krishna started to chant the name of Srimati Radharani. And
as He became more and more absorbed in His feeling of
separation from Srimati Radharani, His blackish coloured
body tock on the golden hue of Srimati Radharani’s body.
At that moment Srimati Radharani, along with Her girl
friends arrived, and had the darshan of that golden form of
Lord Krishna in the mood of intense separation. Srimati
Radharani spoke to Her friends, ¢This is definitely Krishna
sitting here.” At that moment Krishna again came out of His
intense mood of separatiou and saw Srimati Radharani and
Her girl-friends standing there. Srimati Radharani came for
ward and inquired from Krishna as to the meaning of this gol-
den form which had never been seen before.Lord Krishna replied,
«After 1 had searched throughout Vrindayana for you. I arrived
at this place and sitting here, I started to chant Your name.
and slowly My body started to take on the golden colour of
your body. Next My feelings and sentiments were replaced by

Yours, and thus I was able to experience the intense mood

of Your separation from Me, which I had never been able

to taste previously. In the Kali-yuga, I will again take on that

mood and form and will distribute Love of God to all of the

cunditioned souls.”

After speaking thus, Krishna, along with Radharani, and
all of the other gopis, sterted to enjoy Tneir rasa-dance again,
This story is from the «Varaha-Samhita.’
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Sri Chaitanya Mahzprabhy,

li-yuga, ~ When
In Kali-yug hna, came to Vrinda.

the Golden Incarnation of Lord Kris ' .
vana, He would regularly come and sit @dcr this same
Tamarind-tree ( Imli-tala ), And while chanting the Names
of Krishna— HARE KKISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA
KRISHNA HARE HARE HARE RAMA HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA HARE HARE—in the mood of estatic
separation from the Lord, His golden body would take on the
blackish hue of Lord Krishna. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
ki Jaya.

: Srila Rupa Goswami, in his Dana Keli Kaumudi, has
described how after Krishna had been bathed ( Abhishek ) by
King Indra and the other demigods. at Govinda-kund on the
side of Govardhana Hill, Purnamasi ( the personality of Yoga-
Maya) arranged with Vrinda-deyi ( the goddess of Vrindavan )
for the Maha-Abhishek of Srimati Radharani, to install Her
as the Queen of Vrindayana at this place ( Imli tala). For
the purpose of performing this ceren'.onj;r. the wives of all of
the demigods came along with all of the Holy Rivers in their
personified forms. to install Srimati Radharani as the Queen
-of Vrindavana.(Vrindayanesvari)

Krishna Himself came at that time and bowed His head,
accepting Radharoni as Veindayana’s Queen and controller. The
residents of Vrindavana accept Srimati Radharani as the Con-

trcller of Vrindayvana and Krishna greeting each other with the
words——“RADHE-—RADHE“—-they pray to
rani

Srimati Radha-
that She may protect them and allow them to always

reside in Vrindavana. One who does not accept Srimati Radna-

rui‘fl as the Queen and Cogtroller of Vrindavana will very
quickly be driven out of Vrindayana by Lord Krishna
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SRINGAR-VAT GHATA — Here, Lord. Krishna would
decorate Srimati Radharani with jewellery and tilaka, He would
also arrange Her hair.

Nityananda Prabhu, when visiting Vrindayana,
several days in seclusion at this place.

GOVINDA GHATA —1It was here, when Krishna was
enfoying the Maha-Rasa Dance ( as described in the Tenth
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam ). He dissappeared from the
company of the gopis.

CHIR GHAT A —At this ghat Krishna rested afrer havying

killed the kesi-demon.
Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu also rested here. This
ghat is not to be confused with the Chir ghat. at which Lord
Krishna stole the gopi’s clothes as claimed by some unscrupu=
lous persons.

BHRAMAR GHATA—While Radha and Krishna were
sitting together here, enjoying each others company, such a

sweet fragrance was emenating from Their bodies that the
bhramars (blackbees) came in Jarge numbers.

spent

KESI GHATA —Lord Krishna killed the Kesi-demon
here ( the story is described in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam ). One who bathes at this place gets the benefit
of bathing in all of the Holy Places. This is the only ghat in
Vrindavana which is still touched by the Yamuna River
throughout the year. Arati is performed to the Yamuna at
sunset daily here.

DHIR-ASMIRA GHATA —Here the wind moved very
slowly to give pleasure to Radha and Krishna, Who were enjoy-
ing in the groves at this place. On the sandy bank of the
Yamuna, here the gopis laid out their covering clothes to
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Krishna, when He returned after

make a sitting place for Lord
He had disappeared during the Maha Rasa Dance.

PANIGHATA— When the gopis were going to visit
Durvasa-muni with the hope of being blessed by the great
sage with the benedictions of always having Krishna’s assccrat-
jon, arrived here on the bank of the Yamuna. They addressed
the Yamuna, “On the strength of Krishna being a strict
brahmachari, kindly allow us to cross.”

Upon hearing these words, the Yamuna parted her waters
and ailowed them to cross. When they reached Durvasa muni’s
ashram, they offered their respects to him and fed him
sumptuously with the food-stuffs they had brought with them.
Durvasa muni, being very pleased with them, blessed them all
and specially blessed Srimati Radharan1 with the benediction
that whatever She would cook would taste like nectar. And
whoever would eat that cooking would achieye a long life
without disease. Due to this beunediction, Mother Yasoda
( Krishna’s mother ) invited Radharani to come and cook for
Lord Krishna daily. While returning. Duryasa-muni advised
the gapis to tell the Yamuna that as true as Krishna is a
brahmachari, Duryasa-muni is always fasting, thus
give passage for them to return.

she would

The Yamuna River now flows at some distance from this

ghet, taking a large bend away from Vindavana. before flowing
down to Mathura.

ADI-BADRI-GHATA —It was at this place where Srila
Vyasadeva compiled the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagayatam.

RAJ-GHATA —Here Krishna, disguised as 5 Boatmar

took the gopis across the Yamuna, byt before taking them,
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He insisted that had to wash the feet of one of them,
otherwise. His boat would not take them. When they inqui-
red from Him, whose feet He wished to wash, He consulted
with His boatman, and informed them that He wished to wash
Srimati Radharani’s feet. At first, Srimati Radharani refuo-
sed, to which Krishna replied that His boat also refused to
take them across the Yamuna, Eventually Srimati Radharani
agreed. And She allowed the boatman ( Krishna ) to wash Her
feet. After haying washed Her feet, He sprinkled that water
on His head, on the Yamuna, and on His boat; after which
He allowed the gopis to sit on the boat. He started to take
them across the Yamuna, but half way across the Yamuna,
He told them that He could not row any further as He was
feeling very weak due to hunger; and thus they should feed
Him the milk products which they had with them. At first
they refused but after seeing no alternative they fed Him.
Krishna thus ate all of their milk products and threw the empty
containers into the Yamuna. Being completely bloated,
Krishna laid back in the boat, unable, to moye. When Radha-
rani saw this, She asked one of Her girl-friends to see what
was wrong with Him. After checking for a momet, She
started to laugh, and pulling out Krishna’s flute from under the
bortman’s clothing, She revealed His true identity.

AKRURA GHATA —1t was here that Krishna showed
Akrura His form of Maha-Vishnu lying on His bed of Ana-
nta-Sesha. ( Refer to story in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagayatam. ) Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu stayed here when
He visited Vrindavana. This is the last of the Vrindayana
ghats. The Yamuna has changed her course and she now
flows at about half a mile from here, But there is a special
well here which contains the transcendental water of the
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Yamuna and pilgrims take their bath at this well and thus

attain the same benefit as bathing in Yamuna River.
MATHURA—Now Yamuna flows through Mathura
which is the center of Vraja Mandala. In the Varha Purapa
it is stated that in the Chaturmasa ( 4 months of the rainy
season ) all of the holy places come and reside in Mathura.

This Niathura, although apparently situated in the
m aterial world, is considered higher than Vaikuntha (spiritual
world); and even higher are the internal forests of Vraja Dhama
(Vrindavan, Mahavan, etc); any one who dies here will attain
Goloka Vrindavana.

There are 25 ghatas in Mathura, most of which are in a
state of disrepair.

KOTI TIRTHA GHATA —If one who takes bath herc he
gets the benefit of bathing in koti ( millions ) tirthas ( holy
places ) and the benefit of giving koti ( millions ) of cows in
charity.

VIGHNARAJA GHATA - One who takes bath here will
have all vighna (obstacles) removyed from his path in the execu-
tion of deyotional services.

Vighnaraja is a name of Ganesha: «I adore the primeval
Lord Govinda, Whose Lotus feet are always held by Ganesh
upon the peir of tumuli protruding from his elephant head
in order to obtain power for his function of destroying all the
obstacles on the path of progress of the three worlds.”*(B,S,)

Close to this ghata is one Ganesh tila (hill), where there

is a deity of Ganesh dating back 5 000 years,
Once when the gepis came here to offer worship to
Ganesh so that he might removye the obstacles preventing them
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from meeting Krishna, Krishna Himself manifested as this form

of Ganesh and accepted their worship and prayers,

DASASVAMEDHA GHATA— Here in ancient time
many sages gathered and performed ten great asvamedha (horse)
sacrifices for the glorification of Lord Krishna.

Now by simply coming to this ghata and tuking bath, one
will get the benefit of performing ten asvamedha sacrifices.

In the Adi-Varaha purana it is stated that by bathing at
Dascsye medba ghata one will enjoy all the heavenly pleasures
fully and then proceed to the spiritual world,

CHAKRA TIRTH GHATA —The Lord’s Sudarsan Chakra

resides here.
When Durvasa-muni  offended Ambarisha  Maharaja,

Lord Vishnu's Sudarsan Chakra chased him all over the
material and spiritual world, until eventully Duryasa-muni
surrendered at Ambarisha Maharaja'’s lotus-feet and begged his
forgiveness,

; Afterwards the Sudarsana Chakra took up his residence
here so that he could give protection to Ambarisha Maharaja
and also to take shelter of Yuamuna-devi and of Mathura.
(Refer to story in Bhagavatam, Canto 9, Ch. 4/5)

Very close to this ghata is Ambarisha tila where Amba-
risha had waited for one full year for the return of Duryasa-
nmuni without breaking his Ekadasi fast.

Duryasa-muni 0ok up his residence on the other bank of
the Yamuna at a short distance, in Isapur, where there s a
temple dedicated to Durvasa-muni.

By bathing at this ghata one gets free from the sin of
killing a brahman and one who stays here for three days will
get Love of God.
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SARASWATIPATAN GHATA—One who Dbathes here
will destroy all his sinful reactions and even the lowest among

men will become a quzlified sannyasi.

The Yamuna flows througut Braja Dhama as sixteen
different strams : Jahnavi, Viraj, Krishna, Chandr-bhaga,
Saraswati, Gomati, Kausiki, Veni, Sindhu, Godavari, Veda-
smriti, Vetrayati, Satadru, Saraya, Risikulya, Kakudmini.

At this ghata the Saraswati meets the Yamuna, fAlthough
today most of the sixteen streams have disappeared, one can
still see the Saraswati which runs through the washerman’s
and dyeing colony and thus the waters always haye a reddish
colour to them.

: SOMA TIRTH GHATA—This place is also known as
Vaikuntha tirth. One who bathes here will attain Vaikuntha.
This place is very dear to the moon-god ( Soma ).

Upamanyu-muni once had his ashram here.

Another name for this place is Krishna Ganga, because once
Lord Krishna manifested the Jahnavi (Ganga) river close to here

and the Yomuna and Jahnayi meet ¢t this spot(the Jahnayi river
czn not be seen now).

Previously there had been an island in the middle of the
Yamuna. It was here on that island ihat Vedayyasa-deya had
been from Satyavati and Parasara-muni. Since Vyasadeva took

birth on an island in the Yamuna, he received the name Krishna

Dyaipayan Vyasa. For a long time Srila Vyasadeya performed

austerities here and later complied the SRIMAD BHAGA-
VATAM on this island.

.B.RAH MA TIRTH GHATA—Lord Brahma performed
austerities for one thousand celestiz] year here
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Anyone who bathes in the Yamuna here will, after going
to Brabmaloka, finally go to Goloka.

GHANTABHARANAKA GHATA—During the four
months of the rainy season, all of the Hol y Places and all of
the demigods came to Mathura. For these four months Lord
Vishnu sleeps and everyone stops their travelling activities
during this time. Also all the fire-sacrifices ( matriage, name-
giving etc.) stop.

On the tenth day of the bright fortnight of Kartik (Oct.-
Nov.). just before the Brahma-muhurt (one and a half hours
before Sunrise) of the cleventh day, at this ghata laige ghanta
( bell ) is sounded to wake Lord Vishnu, Who is sleeping at
Visram-ghata.

DHARA SAMPATANA GHATA — Just above this ghata
is Kamsa Kila, where Kamsa had lived ( this large fort is now
in ruins ). One who leaves his body at this ghata is transferred
to Krishna’s own abode (Goloka).

SANYAMAN GHATA ( SWAMI GHATA )—After Lord
Krishna had killed Kamsa, He took bath at this ghata.
Swayambhu-manu had his ashram here.

Lord Krishna has declared that it is impossible to fully
describe the glories of this place.

NAVA GHATA—In the Adi-Varaha Purana it is stated
that there no higher tirtha ( holy place ) and there neyer
will be.

Included in the area of Naya ghata is Asi-kund. This
kund is situated in the Yamuna.

Once when Lord Krishna had crowned Prayag (Allahabad:
where the Yamuna, Ganga and Saraswati rivers meet, also
known as Triveni) the Tirtha Raj ( King of the Holy Places %
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all of the Holy Places in their personal forms came to offe
‘heir respects to their king. When Prayag saw that Mathyr,
had not come, he became very angry and taking up arms he
attacked Mathura.

To defend His beloved abode Mathura, Lord Krishna took
the form of Dirgha Vishnu ( this deity is worshiped in the
Giyamandi area of Mathura ). After being defeated, Prayag
surrendered here. At that time he inquired from Lord Krishna,
why He had defended Mathura, who had acted in a rebellious
manner by not coming and bowing down before himself; who
had been after all appointed the king of all the tirthas ( holy
places ). Lord Kristna informed him that he had bcen made the
king of all holy plaees ( tirthas ) but not of Mathura Dham;
for this “iathura is His own Home.

BODHI TIRTHA GMATHA — The famous
Gaya resides herc and one who makes an ofiering to the
forefathers here gets one hundred times the benefit of going
to Gaya.

There is a bodhi-tree ( pipal ) here which is considered
non-different to the tree under which Lord Buddha had
meditated.

It was hece also that the great demon Ravana performed
austerities to gain control over the three worlds, Close to this
ghata is the Deity of Adi-Varaha which dates back to the Satya-
Yuga. When Ravana had completed his austerities, he took this
Deity along with him to Lanka ( Ceylon ), and later when Lord
Ramachandra killed Rayana. Srimati Sitadeyi took this Deity
of Lord Varaha to Ayodhya with Her.

When Lord Ramachandra sent His younger brothef,
Lord Satrughana, to Mathura ( therce miles from here) t©
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chastise Lavanasura, he brought the deity of Lord Varaha with
Him,

VISRAM A-GHATA —Lord Varaha rested here after He
had killed Hiranyakas and lifted the earth out of the Neither-
regions. :

While resting here, Bhumi ( the presiding deity of the
earth ) approached Lord Varaha aad thanked Him. She also
inquired about many spiritual and material subjects. Their
discussion has been recorded by Srila Vyasadeya in the Adi-
Varaha Purana.

After Lord Krishna had killed the domon, He took His
bath in the Yamuna and came here to take rest.

When the River Yamuna reached this spot, she took rest
for some time and when it was necessary to continue her
journey, she stayed here in one of her many forms, The deity
of Yamuna-devi, along with her brother Yamaraj can be seen in
a temple here. These deities are at least 5,000 years old.

Srimati Vishakha-devi’s only goal is to bring happiness ta
Radha and Krishna, thus her body, age, and activities are all
identical to Srimati Radharani’s. So whenever Lord Krishna
sees her, He remembers Srimati Radharani. In Vishakha-deyi’s
liquid form as the Yamuna River, her waters are of the same
colour as Krishna’s, so that Srimati Radharani may remember
Lord Krishna, when She sees her. And in her form as Yamuna-
devi (Viraja) she looks just like Krishna (she is even sometimes
mistaken for Krishna), just to remind Srimati Radharani of
Krishna.

Srimati Vishakha-devi Ki Jaya !

One who bathes at Visrama-ghata and rests there for a
little while, will ecrtainly attain service at the Lotus feet of Lord
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Krishna. Araiika is offered to the Yamuna at sunsct every day
here.

AVIMUKTA GHATA-—Here one is guaranteed liberation
just by taking bath.

GUHYA GHATA —One who bathes here is cyen worshi-
ped by the residents of Goloka Vrindavan and he is able to
understand all of the guhyas (secrets) of the scriptures.

PRAYAG TIRTHA GHATA — At this place Tirtharaja
Prayag stayvs and one who bathes here will get the benefit of
bathing in Triveni multified many thousands of times.

One can have the darshan of Veni-Madhava, whose temple
is situated just next to this ghata. This deity was established
by Vajranabha (the great-grandson of Lord Krishna) someS5,000
years ago.

Onc who tckes bath at Prayag ghata and has the vision
of Lord Veni-Madhava(Krishna)will certainly attain the service
of Lord Krishna’s Lotus feet in his life-time.

KANA-KHALA GHATA-—Varaha Purana describes this
as a most sccret tirtha and very dear to Lord Krishna. One
who takes his bath here will attain 1 destination millons of
times higher than the heavenly planets. This place destroys all
the wicked lusty desires in the heart. Kanakhala Tirtha resides
here, constantly worshiping Lord Krishna.

The holy Place of Rameswaram is also residing in the
area of Kanakhala ghata. A deity of the name Rameswara is
here which was escublished by Vajranabh 5,000 years ago.

TINDUKA GHATA —One who takes bath here is worshi-

ped by the residents of Goloka and very quickly attains that
topmost abode.
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SURYA TIRTHA GHATA—It was here that Virochana
( the son of Prahlad Maharaj) would daily worship Surya
( sun-god ),

Samba, the son of Krishna, performed austeritics at this
ghata.

VATSWAMI GHATA —At this ghata there is a very old
deity of the sun-god which dates back to the Satya-yuga. One
who bathes on a Sunday here will attain all things and at
last lie will reach the supreme abode Goloka.

DHRUVA GHATA —When Dhruya Maharaj was chasti-
sed by his stepmother, he left to the forest to search out the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and at this place he met his
guru Narada Muni, who, seeing his determination, instructed
him in the science of self-realization. Later Dhruva Maharaj
went to Madhuyan.

Very close to this ghata is Narada Tila, where Narada
Muni performed austerities for some time-

One who bathes at this ghata will attain Dhruvaloka.

RISHI TIRTHA GHATA —Here the seven great rishis
performed austerities to please Lord Krishna. Close to this
ghata is Sapta ( seven ) Rishi Tila, where deities of the seven
rishis are worshiped. These deities date back more then 5,000

years.
Anyone who bathes at this ghata will attain Goloka.
MOKSHA GHATA —Just by seeing the Yamuna at this
spot one attains liberation.

KoTI TIRTHA GHATA—This is the last of the Mathura
ghatas. Ohe who bathes here is even worshiped by the rcsi-
dents of Goloka, and very quickly one attains that supreme

abode.
MATHURA DHAM K] JAY !
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Now the Yamuna once again flows through intery,
forests of Braja to which not even Vaikuntha can be compareq
After flowing along the border of Lohavan, where Krishna p,q
killad the Lohajanga demon and also defeated Jarasandp,
eighteen times.

Next she reaches RAVA—(RADHA GHATA)—This j
the transcendental appearance place of Srimati Radharani, Wh,
advented on the eighth day of the bright half of Bhadra
(August). When Vrasabhanu went to take his bath in the
Yamuna, he saw a beautiful young girl standing on a lotus
which was floating on the waves of the Yamuna. That young
girl was Srimati Radbarani, the internal potency and etemal
consert of Lord Krishna.

devi krishnamayi prokta
radhika para - devata

sarva - laksmimayi sarya-
kantih sammohini para

“The transcendental goddess Srimati Radharani

is the direct counterpart of Lord Sri Krishna.

She is the central figure for all the goddesses of

fortune. She possesses all  attraction to attact

the all-attractive Persomality of Godhead. She is

the primeval potency of the Lord.”

( Sri Chaitenya-chritamrta Madhya-lila, Cb. 23 : 68 )

Anyone who bathes here will attain the unlimited D¢

of Srimati Radharani and thus will be able to enter into the

loving transcendental service of Lord Krishna.
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KOLE GHATA —Naxt Yamuna flows through Mahavan
( Gokula )} where Lord Krishna performed His carly childhood
pastimes.

At this ghata Vasudeva (Krishna’s father), when bringing
Lord Krishna from Mathura to put Him in the care of
Nanda Maharaj, found that the wayes of the Yamuna were
very high and it was impossible to cross; but due to fear of
Kamsa, Vasudeva attempted to cross the Yamuna anyway.
The Yamuna being such a great devotee of Lord Krishna, was
intent on touching the Lotusfeet of Krishna, Who was being
carried in a basket on the head of Vasudeva. When Yamuna’s
transcendental waves went up to touch Krishna’s Lotusfeet,
Vasudeva, fearing that Krishna would be drowned. called out
“koi le mere lala ko” ( someone please take my son ). When
Yamuna-devi saw Vasudeva’s anxiety, she immediately made
a passage for him to cross safely and reach Nanda Maharaj's
house.

Anyone who bathes here will, by the grace of the Yamuna,
easily find a passage through the material ocean of birth and
death.

BRAHMAND GHATA— Once Krishna had been playing
with His friends when He took some dirt and started to eat it.
The boys called for mother Yasoda and told her that Krishna
has eaten dirt. Krishna denied having eaten dirt and told His
morher to look in His mouth and when mother Yosoda looked
in His mouth she saw the whole universe ( Brahmand ) mani-
fested there in the mouth of Lord Krishna.

Now Yamuna flows through CHINTAHARAN GHATA
where all anxiety is destroyed, Next comes PARASURAM
GHATA where Lord Parasuram performed a great fire-sacri-
fice after destroying the ksajriyas. Having left the inner
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All‘ahabad is decribed in Chaitnya-Charitamrta as follows.
TRANSLATION

“lt is now the beginning of the month of Magha If we
go to Prayaga at this time. we shall have an opportunity to
bathe for a few days d urmg Makarasankranti.”

PURFPORT

Bathing during the month of Magha at Magha-mela
still takes place. This has been a very old mela ( assembly )
from time immemorial. It is said that the Lord in the form
of Mohini took a bucket of nactar and kept it at Prayaga.
Consequently Magha-mela has becn observed, and there is
an assembly of holy men there eycry year. Every twelveth
year there is a Kumbha-mela, a grect festival, and all the
holy men from all over India assemble there. The brahmana
wanted to take advantage of the Magha-mela and bathe
there. ;

Bathing at the confluence of the Ganges and Yamuna
near the fort at Allahabad, Prayaga, is mentioned in revealed
scriptures.

maghe masi gamisyanti

ganga-yamuna-sangamam
gayam sata-sahasrasya

samyag dattam ca yat-phalam
pray ge magha-mase vai

tryaham snatasya tat-phalam

“If one goes to Prayaga and Yamuna in the month of
Magha, he attains the result of giving hundreds and thous-
ands of cows in charity. Simply by bathing for three days
there. he attains the results of such a pious activity.”
Because of this, the Sanodiya brahmana was very eager to
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go to Prayaga and bathe. Generally karmis ( fruitive laborers )
take advantage of bathing there during the month of Magha,
thmkmg that they will be rewarded in the future. Those who

are sltuated in devotional seryice do not very strictly follow this
(C.C, Madhya-hla 18:145)

TRANSLATION

Sri Chaitaya Mahaprabhu then went to Prayaga, where
H‘e bétﬁcd at the confluence of the Ganges and the Yamuna,
He then vyisited the temple of Veni Madhava and chanted
and daﬁced there in ecstatic love. ( This temple is at a distance

karma- kandlya process.

of one mile from the confluence in Dariyagunj. )

PURPORT

The city of Prayaga is situated a few miiles from the city
of Allahabad. The name Prayaga is given due to successful
sacrifices performed there. It is said: Prakrstah yagah yaga-
phalam yasmat. If one performs sacrifices at Prayaga, he
certainly gets ‘immediate results without difficulty. Prayaga
is also called Tirtharaja, the king of all paces of pilgrimage.
This holy place in situated on the confluence of the Rivers
Ganges and Yamuna. Every year a fair takes place there
known as Magha-mela. and every twelve years a Kumbha-
mela is also held in any case, many people come to bathe
there every year. During Magha-mela people from the Jocal
district generaliy come, and during Kumbha-mela 1;“3015’1c
ccme from all over India to live there and bathe in the
Ganges and Yamuna. Whoever goes there immediately feels
the place’s spiritual influence. A fort Jocated there was construc”
ted by the Emperor Akbar about five hundred years g0 and

near the fort is a place called Triveni. On the other side ok

Pravaga is an old Place known es Pratisthana-pura. It is
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also well known as Jhunsi. Many saintly people live there, and
consequently it is very attractiye from the spiritual point of
View. ( C. C. madhya lila 17.149 )

Sri Yamuna Deyi has mercifully decended into the
material wo_rl(_i solely to remind us of our eternal ralation-
ship with Radha and Krishna. Simply by bathing in her tran-
scendental waters all of the impurities in the heart are washed
away and Love of GOD is awakened. Yamuna Deyi’s waters
are l'i'cjuid_j:__lrem (love) and if we pray to her, she will Iovingly
;;arry us to the Lotusfeet of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna and engage

us in Their eternal service.

SRIMATI YAMUNA—DEVI KIJAI




The Yamuna Kavacha
 Found in the Garga-Samhita

This Yamuna Kavacha (Armor) is to protect one against

the onslaught of maya and to keep one in a pure state so one
can serve Lord Krishna. '

yamuna davi.

The names in this Yamuna Kavacha, all are names of

Yamuna me sirah patu
Krishna netra dvayam sada
Syama bhiu bhangadesam
ca nasikam neka vasini
May Yamuna kindly protect my head
and may Krishna be the only protector of my eyes
On, Syama please protect my eyebrows
and may you, oh Vasini, kindly protect my onse.
Kupolau patu me
saksat Paramananda rupini
Krishna - yamansa - sambhuta
patu karma dvayam mama
May Paramananda rupini kindly protect my cheeks,
Krishna - Vamansa please protect my two- ears.
Adharau patu kalindi
cibukam Suryakanya ka
yamasyasa kandharan cat
hrdayam me mahanandi
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May Kalindi kindly protect my lips

and may Surya . Kanya protect my chin,
Ob Yamasvasa please protect my shoulders
and may you oh Mahanadi kindly protect my heart.
Krishnapriya patu pristm
tatini me bhuja dyayam
Sroni tatam ca  susroni
katim me charudarsana
May Krishnapriya kindly protect my back
and may Tatini protect my two arms.
Oh Susroni please proteet my hips
and may you oh Charudatsana kindly
protect my waist
Uttt dvayam tu r:mbhoru
rjanuni twa anighribhédini
gulfau  rasesvari patu
padau papa-paharini
May Rambhoru kihdly protect my thighs
and may Amghribhedini be the only protector
of my knees.
Of Resesvari please protect my ankles
and may you oh Papapahariai protect my fect.
Antarbahi radhasco rdhyam

disa su vidisa suca
samantat patu jagatah
pari purnatama priya

Oh most béloved of the Lord of the
universe(Krishna)pleasc protect me from below
and aboye and from all sides
both day and night.
One who chants this Yamuna Kavacha daily will attain
Goloka Vrindavana.



YAMUNRNAB S AHASREA N A M A
%

These are the one thousand beautitul names

ot

3rimatt Yamuna-devi from Garga-samhita, spoken by
Saubhari-muni{ to king Mandhata

1 : k&8lindl, yamuna, krsna, krsna rupa, 8anatiny,

trgpa~-vaman-sasambhuta, paraminanda- rupini, goloka

vasinY, $yama, 10 : vrindavana-vinodini, radha- -sakhi,
t3sa-1113, rasa- -mandalamandinl, nikunja-vasini- -vallfi,
ranga-valll, manohara, sri-rasa- -andajl—bhuta, yuthi
bhutd, harY-priya, 20 : goloka- tatini, divya, nikunja
tala-vasini, dirghormi-vega-gambhira, puspa-pallava-
vahini, ghanasyili. meghamala, balaka, padma-mdling,
paripurnatma, 30 : purpa, purna-brahma priya, pars,
mahavegavatT, sdksan-nikunja dvara-nirgata, mahai- -nadi,
manda-gatih, v1raja, vega-bhedani, aneka- brahnanda-
gata, 40 : brahea-drava-sanma, kula, ganga-misra,
nirjalabh3a, nirmala, saritam, vara, ratnab-
addhobhayatati, hamsa-padmadi-sankulad, nadT, 50
nirmala-paniya, sarva-brahmanda-pavanT, valkuntha
parikhT, bhuta, parikha, papa-harinT, brahma-loka-gata,
brahml, svarga, svarga- nivasinT, 60 : ullasantT¥,
protpatantt, meru-mal3, nahc»jjvalé. ézlqanqﬁbhih,
sikharini, gandasaila - vibhedinl, desan - punantid,
gacchantl, vahantl, 170 bhumi-madhya-ga, mart-anda-
tanu-3a, punya, kalinda - gir7 - nandinl, yama-svasa,
manda-hasa, sudvlja, racitambara nilambar3, padma-
mukhi, 80 : carant] caru-dar$and, rambhorub, padma-
nayana, madhavT, ptan-cdottala, tapas carantlI, susronT,
kujan-nupura-mekhala, jala- -sthita, 90 . syamalangi.
khanda vabha, vthatlnT qandlvlbhlslql vanya,
srlkrsna--va:al-lcchatt dwaraka -gamana, rajni, pattar-
ajinT, parangata, 100 : waha-rajinT, ratna-bhusa,
gomati-tiracarinT, svakiy3, svasukhi, svartha,
svabhakta-kirya-aﬁdhlnT navalanga, bal3d, mugdh3, L10_
varangd, ~“vama-locana, ajnata-yauvana, dina, prabha,
kantih, dyutin, chavih, su-$odha, parama, 120 : kirtih,
xuSala, jnata yauvana, navodha, madhya-ga, madhya,

praudhih, praudha, pragalbhak3, dhTr3, 130 - adhira,
dhairyadhara, jyestha, srestha, kulangana, ksanaprabha,
cancalarca, vidyut, = saudamini, tadit, 140

svadhinapatika, laksmih, pustd, svadhin3, bhartrika,
kalahantarita, Bbhiru, tccha, protkanthita, akula,
kasipustha, 150 : divya-sayya, govindahita-manasa,
khandita, akhanda-sobhiddhya, vipralabdhd, abhisarika,
virahartd, ‘'virahinl, n3rl, prosita-bhartrka, 160 _
maninT, wmanada, praina, nandara-vana vasinI, jhanka-
rinT, jhanatkari, rapan-manjira-nupura, mekhala,
.mékhali, .kancanl 130 i kancanamayTd, - kafcukT.
kancuké;nanlh sri- kanthadhya, maha-manih, srY-harini,
padma-hdara, mukta, mukta-phala-arcita, ratna-kankana-
keyura, 180 sphurad-angulT-bhusana, _darpana,
darpanibhuta, dusta-darpa- -vindsini, kambu-griva, kambu-
dhara gralveya-kavirajita, tatanklﬂ? dantadhara,



nemakupdala-mandita, 190 : asikha, bhusa, bhala-puspa,
casa-mauktika-sobhita, mani-bhumigata, devl, raivat-
adrI-viharini, vindavana-gata, vynda, vrndaranya-
nivasini, 200 vendavanalata, wadhvl, vrindarayna-
v}bhuaana, saundarya-laharT, laksm], mathura-tirtha-
vasinl, wvisranta-vasini, kamya, ramya, gokula-vasinT,
&X0; ramana-sthala-sobhadhya, maha-vana-maha-nadf,
pragata, pronnata, pusta, bharati, bharata-cita,
tirtha-raja-gatih, gotra, ganga-sidgara-sangama, 220
saptabdht  bhedinI, lola, saptadvipa - gatabalat,
luthantl, sailla-bhidyantY, sphurant?, vega-vattara,
kancanI, kancanibhumih, kancanl-bhumih-bhavita, 230

;nua - drsthi, loka ‘1la, 1okd - loka - cal3zcita,
Sallodgata, svarga-gata, svargarca, svarga-pujlta,

vragiavani, vanadhyiksa, raksa, 240 : kaksa, tatl, pat’¥,
astkunda gatd, kacrha, svacchanda, ucchal:ita, adlja,
kuharastha, ratha-prastha, 250 : prastha, santa-tara,
atura, ambacchata, sikazabha, dardura, dardurl, dJdhara,
papankusad, papasinhY, 260 : papadruma-kutharinT, pupya-
sangha, punya-kirtih, punyada, punya-varddhini, madhor-
vana-nadi, wmukhya, tulfl, tala-vana-sthitd, kumudvana-
nadT, 270 : kubla, kuvauidawmbhoja-varddhinl, plava-rupa,
vega-vatl, simha-sarpadT-vahini, bahulY, bahuda, bIhvT,
bahula-vana-vanditZ, radha-kunda-kala, 280 : aradhya,
kyspa - kunda - jalasrita, lalits - kund - ga, ghanta,
vishakha-kunda mandita, qgovinda-xunda-nilaya, qopa-
kunda-taranginl, srl-ganga, manasl-gangd, kusumambara
bhavinY, 290 : govardhanT, godhanadhyd, mayurl, vara-
varninl, sarasi, nila-kantha-bha, kujatkokila-potaki,
giriraja-prasuh, bhurirata-patra, ata-patrinf, 300
govardhanankd, qodanti, divyausadhI-nidhih, srutih,
paradi, parada-mayi, naradl, saradhi, blgtlih, dri-
krsna-carana-nkastha, 310 : kama, kamavanancita, kama-
tavi, nandinI, nanda-grama-mahidhaza, brhatsanu-dyutlh,
proti, nandisvari-samanvita, kakill, kokili-mayY, 320 :
bhaodira-kusa-kausala, lohargal3-prada, kara, kasmira-

vasana vita, barhi-padl, sonapuril, cura-kéetra-
puradika, nana-bharana-scbhadh''3, nand varpa samanvita,
nana-narl-kadambaghya, 330, 5 nana-vastra-virajita,

nana-loka-gata, varcl, nana-jala-samanvitd, strl1-ratna,
ratna-nilaya, lalana, ratna-ranjini, rangini, ranga-
bhumaddhya, 340 : ranga, ranga-mahi-ruha, raja-vidya,
raja-gquhya, jagatkirti, ghanaghana, vilola-ghanta,
krsnanga, krsna-deha-samudbhav3d, nila-pankaja-varnabha,

350 : nila-pankaja-harinY, nilabha, nila-padaddhya,
nila-mbhoruha-vasinl, naga-vallY, naga-purl, ndga-
valli-dalarcita, tambula-carcita, carca, makaranda-

manohara, 360 :sakesara, kesarinT, kesapasabhisobhita,
kajjalabha, kajjalaktd, kajjall, kalitinjana, alakta-
carana, tamra, lakstamr1, 370 : kgtambara, sindurlta,
lipta-vapi, su-sri, sri khanda-mandita, patira panka
vasana, jata-mamsi, ruqambara, aquri, gandhakta, 380 %:
tagara-srita-maruta, sugandni-talla-rucira, kunta-
lalih, sukuntala, sakuntala, pamsulasva, pativratya-
parayana, suryy»-prabha, suryya-kanya, surya-deho-



samudbhava, 390 -kogi-sugyya-pratikaaa _ Suryaj;
surya-nandani, sanjna, sanjna-sutd,’ svecchd  sap,;
moda-pradayini, sanjna-putrl, sphurac-chdya, tapany,
400 : tapa-kartnl, savarnyanu-bhava, vedl, vag,,;
saukhya-dayini, danais-caranuja, klla, candra-vaps,’
vivarddhini, candra-vamsa-vadhuh, candra, 4jg
candravalT - sahayinl, candravali, candralekha, candy,.
xkanta, anuga, amsula,e bhalravli, pilngala, Sanky
111avat yagari, 420 : mayl, dhanasrih, deva-9andhiry’
svar-manibh, guna-varddhini, vraja-malld, aryandha-kary
vicitra, Jaya-k3rinl, gandharl, 430 : manjarTd, tody,
gur jjaryya, savarl, Jaya, karpatl, ragint, gaudt |
vairati, gaura-vagiki, 4!0 . cetus-candza-kali, hefj'
tallangl, vijayavati, tali, talasvara, gana, krlysi
mana-prakasinl, vaisakhi, cancala, 450 : caru, macirry
ghughatY, ghata, vairagarl, soratisa, kaldarT,
jaladharika, kamakara-érih, kalyanT, 460 : gauda-
kalyana-misrita, vrama-sanjivinY, hel3d, mandarT, kama-
rupini, sarangT, maruti, hodha, sagarY, kama-vadinl
470 : vaibhasi, mangala, candrT, rasa-mandala-mandan3
kamadhenuh, kama-latd, kamadd, kamanTyakE;'kalpa—ﬁfksa:
sthall, sthula, 480 : sudha-saudha-nivasinT, goloka-
vasini, subhru, yastibhri, dvara-palika, drngara-
prakara, srnga, svaccha, sSayyopakarika, parsada, 490 :
sumukhY, sevya, s8ri-vrndavana-palika, nikunja-bhrt,
kunja-punja, gunja-Sharana-bhusita, nikunja-vasinT,
progsya, govarddhana-tatY, bhava, 500 : viéakha, lalita,
rama, viraja, madhu-madhavi, ekanaika-sakhT, 3Sukla,
sakhi-madhya, maha-man@h, Arutirupa, 510 : rsirupa,
maithilah, kaudalah, striyah, ayodhyﬁ—pu:avﬁﬁsinYO.
yajna - sitah, pulindakdh, ram¥ - vaikuntha -vasinydh,
dveta - dvlp§ = sakgt-:ana@, u:dhva-va1ﬁﬁntha—vﬁslnyo:
520 : divygj:ta—padaérltﬁ, 4ri-lok3cala-vasinyah, $ri-
sakhyah, sagarodbhava, divya, adivya divyanga, vyapta,
strigunﬁ-v;ttayag, bhumi-gopyo, 530 : dlvyanﬁr;a; latd,
ausadhih, virudhah, j3landharyyah, sindhusutah, prthu-
barhismati-bhavah, divyambars, apsarasah "saufalé
540 : naga - kanyakap, param -dhama ar;a brahma,
paurugT, prakrtih, para, tatastha, < h ita,
guna-gunamayi, 550 : cidghana, L W are hi
drsya,  guna-karl, -ahgtt::Evsada-aat' et dr?tah’
buddhi, 560 : Bracetanﬁ, e, Eates,

= S caturthT svantaratma,
ﬁaz:;ddhg, caturaksara, caturvyuhﬁ,' caturmurtirh,
yoma, vayuh, ado-jalam, 570 : wmahY, $abdah, rasai

gandhah, sparéah, rupam, a

1, S h nek
-ga{a jnanam, éso ! iy
a hutam, adhyatmam

A A a
saktih, kriya-sakti g

n . karmendriyam, karma-
Jnanendriyam, dvidha, tzidhd,
- dhigaivam, adhisthitam, Jnand’
L = ¢ 8arvadeva-dhidevata, 590: tatvd’
:i?%?:' v:;’f@—nurtib, dharana, dhEranE-;ayT, §rutlb.
600: 145 oa-murtih, samhita, garga-samhits, parasarls
bhigavaci, 5. .D, Dparahamsi, vidhatrka, yajna-velfl
purana_pu;usrinad-Ehaqavatirclts, ramayana-mayY, r2myZe
dastra-murtin | aras 610 1 : purSna-murtih, pupyand*:
vanT, . dhin ¢ n2N0Nnatd, weanisa, dhisana, buddh!
*m i,  Semusy, 620 ; matin, gqayatry, V9%



savitr¥, brahmany, brahma-laksana, durga, parna satY
satya, 630 - parvatT, candika, ambika, arya éa;aa adT'
daksiy, dalsa-ya)na-vthitlnf, pulomaj3, éaci indf&ﬁ!i
5:0 devT, deva-vara, arpita, vayuno, dhariat dhar E'
vayafT. vayu-vegaga, Yamanuja, sanyamanl, 650 : nan;giz
chaya, sphurad-dyutih, ratnavedT, rataav;nda ’ t3ira,

taranad mandala, rucih, éantih, ksama, dobha, f60
daya, daks3, dygtih, trapa, tala, tustih, vibha
pusthih, santustih, susthu-bhavana, 670 : caturbhujz.

caru-netra, dvibhuja, asta-bhuja, bald, Sankha-hasty
padma-hast3, cakra-hasta, gadadhara, nlsanqa—dﬁErlﬁT'
GEO carma-khadga panih, dhanur-dhars, dhanustén;
karinY, yoddhri, daityodbhata-vinasinT, ratha-sth3
garudarudha, sri-kggpa-hgdaya-sthita, vanéi—dh1r3'
€90 - krsna-vesa, sragvinl, vana-mallni, kirit&i
dharinl, yana, manda-manda-gatirgatih, candra-koti-
pratikasa, tanvi, komala-vigrahi, bhaisaY, 700

bhisma-sut3a, bhima, rtukminl, rukma-rupini, satyabhama,
j@mbavatY, satya, bhadra, suvdaksin3d, mitra-vrnda, 7190

sakhI-vrnda, vrndd-tanya-dhvajordhvaqd, $rngdra-karini,
srnga, srngabhuh, 8rnga-da, kha-ga, titiksa, it-3,
smrtih, 720 . spardha, sprha, sraddha, sva-nirvrtih,

1sad, trsna, bhida, pritih, hinsa, yanc3, 730 : klama,
kgsih, dsa, nidra, yoga-nidra, yoginT, yoga-da, yuqd,
nistha, pratistha, 740 : samitih, satvaprakrtih,

uttama, tamah-prakrtih, durmarsT, rajah-prakrtin,
anatih, kriya, akriya, krtih, 750 : glanih, sattviky,
adhyatmiki, vrsa, seva, sikhamanih, vrddhih, ahutig,
sumatih, dyuh, 760 : bhuh, rajjuh, vidamni, sad-varga,
samhita, saukhya-dayani, wuktih, proktlh, des$abhasa,
prakrtih, 770 : pingalod-bhava, nagabh3sa, n&gabhus3,
nagarY, nagari, nag3, nauh, nauka, bhava-nauh, bhavys3,

780 * bhava-sagara-setukd, mano-mayl, daru-mayl,
satkattl, sikata-mayl, lekhyd, lepya, mani-mayY,
pratima, hemanirmita, 790 : 3aili, éaila-bhava, 311a,
$ikarabha, cala, acala, asthita, sva-sthita, tull,
vaidiki, 800 . tantrikI, vidhih, sandhya, saqdhya-
bhravasana, veda-sandhih, sudh3a-mayl, sayantanl, sikha,
vedhya, suksma, 810 : jiva-katakrtih, atmabhuta,

bhavita, anvi, prahvi, kamala-karnika, nlrajanT, .mahé-
vidya, kandali, karya-sadhini, 820 : puj)d, pratistha,
vipula, punanti, para-laukikI, Sukla, Euktin, mauktlfa-
bha, pratih, paramesvari, 830 giraja,_usplkL viraE,
venTl, venukha, vepu-nadini, avartini, hvart1k§da,
véfttﬁ, vrttih, 840 : vimana-g3, rasadhya, rasini,
rasi, tésa—uanQala—nag@alI, gopa-gopisvari, qole gopl-
gopala-vandita, go-carini, gopa:nadl, 850 : gcpafandi-
pradayini, pasa-vyada, gop-sevya, koglsoﬁ qo-gaqav;ta,
gopa-nuga, gopavatl, govinda-pada-paduka, vrsabhanu-,

suta, uka-radha, éri-krsna-vasa-karin¥, 860 - krsna-
pranadhika, $asvad-rasika, rasikesvarl, avatods,
tamraparni, krtamal3d, vihdyasT, _ kgpsnd,  vend,
bhimarathY, 870 : tapl, reva, mahapaga, valyasakl,

kaveri, tungabhadra, sarasvatl, cahdrabhaga, vetravatT,
rsi-kulya_ 880 ° kakudmini gautaml kausikil sindhub,



ba@aginqq, atisiddhi-da, godavary,
mandakini, 390 : bala, svar—nadt &
vaisnpavi, mangalalaya, bala, vnsgupadr ji?:::: BIVS:L
sagara- sanqata 900 : ganga- saqara-sobhadhya '5} nd:u
ratna da-dhuni, bhagirathl, svardhuni, bhun -mug:L
vamana - pado - cyuta, laksal, rama, faqanlyd »?10 i
bhargavi, visnu-vallabh3i, sita- ~arcih, JanakT-m3ts,
kalanka-raﬁita—kal&, krsna-padabja- 3ambnuta sarvid
tripatha-gamini, dhara, visvanbhdra 920 ananté'
bhn?lh dhatrl, ksama-mayl, sthira, ﬁharitrt dharanTt,
urvi, dSesa- phana sthita, ayodhya, 930 : raghava- purld,
kausikiy, raghu-vansaja, wmathura, mathurT, nantha,
yaday dhruva-puji1t3, mayiyuh b:]va -nila-dvah, 940
qanga—dvéza, vinirgata, kus3varta- -mayi, dhrauvya,
dthva~maq@ala-madhyaqé. kasi-sivapurl, sesa, vindhya,
varanasl, $iva, 950 : avantik3, devapurT.' projjvaljg,
ujjayini, jita, dvaravatl, dvaraka-ma, kusabhuta,
kusasthall, mwmahapuri, 960 : saptapurT, nandigrana-
sthala-sthita, sdlagrama-sila, adityd, sambhala-qrama-
wadhya-g3, vamga-gopalinT, ksiptd, hari-mandiza:
vartinl, barhismati, hastipuri, 970 : dakra-prastha-
nivasini, dadiml, saindhavi, jambul, pauskarY, puskara-
prasuj, utpal3, avarta-gamana, naimisi, animi33drtd,
9890 : kurujangala-bhuh, k31T, halmavatl, 3rbudl, budh3,
Sukara-ksetra-vidita, sveta-varaha-dharita, sarva-
tirtha-mayT, tirtha, tirthanam-tirtha-karinY, 990
harini-sarva-dosapnam, dayinl-sarva-sampadim, varddhinT:
tejas3m, saksad-garbha-vasa-nikgntini, goloka-dhdma-
dhaninl, nikunja-nija-manjarT, sarvottama, sarva-pugyd,
sarva-saundarya-sygnkhald, sarva-tirthoparigatda, 1000
sarva-tirth-adhidevatsi

tatna-mdla, ganga

Anyone who chants this Yamun2 Sahasra-Namo will
dttaln Goloka Dhama in this life time



That Uoamuna River whose shoes ane
edsched with jewrels, and whose waves ane
eatting the Sama Veda, & blisspully

we  singing the Rig Veda on the
ywnunaafgo&mc&amto_q(umam{
Sl e d

(Vrindaban-Mahimamrta 3 : 65)




