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“It is said in the revealed scriptures that Lord
Krsna personally never goes beyond the boundary of
Vrindavana. He remains there eternally because of
the transcendental leve of the inhabitants, Thus even
though He is not visible at present, He is not away

from Vrindavana for a moment."

( Bhag, 3. 2. 14)

INTRODUCTION

Since time immemorial the Vedas and Puranas have
sung the glories of Vraja Mandala, which is the transcenden-
tal home of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna and their eternal associates.
It is situated at the topmost part of the spiritual sky.

/] worship that transcendental seat known as Svetad-
vipa where, as loving consorts, the Laksmis in their unalloyed
spiritual essence practice the amorous service of the supreme
Lord Krsna as their only lover; where every tree is a transcen-
dental purpose-gem, all the water is nectar, every word is a
song, every gait is a dance, the flute is the favorite attendant,
the effulgence is full of spiritual bliss, and the supreme spiri-
tual entities are all enjoyable and tasty; where numberless
surabhi cows always emit oceans of transcendental milk;
where there is existence of transcendental time which is ever
present without past or futura, and hence is not subject to the
quality of passing away even for the space of half a moment.
That realm is known as Goloka only to a very few realised
souls in this world.” (Brahma samhita 5.56)

In the same transcendental way, when Krsna appears
in this world, His abode also appears along with Him, due to
it’s being of the same transcendental mature. Even though it
seems to be situated in India, it has all the transcendental
qualities of the spiritual nature—eternity, knowledge and
bliss—and thus it is not subject to destruction when the
universe is destroyed.

In the present day, Vraja-mandala has hidden itself
under a coat of illusion, so as to appear just ke any other
place. But, if one sees through the eyes of the sastras, thea
he can understand the true pature of this tract of land which
is unlimited, and which is said to contain the entirc material
and spiritual skies in one corner.
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At this point, One may guestion how it is possible that
ited can be situated in India, which is

a place which is unlim
This can be understood in the

but a speck in this universe.
y, just llke when Krsn
e within His mouth, even when He

After all, Krsna is unlimited:

following wa a was eble to show His

mother the entire univers
was a small baby on her lap.

thus there is no reason to be surprised that t
His abode, which has the same

he entire universe

can be in His mouth or that

qualities as Him, can contain all the universes in one corner,
,

y by His causeless merey that He descends to this

It is simpl
ver the conditioned souls

realm from time to time just to deli
from this world to take them back to His realm beyond
birth and death, and it is by the same causeless mercy that
His abode is permanently situated here  And, it is by His
extra special mercy that great saints such as His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada have appeared just
to propogate the glories of Sri Krsna and His abode. 1Itis
simply our misfortune if we do not take advantage of hearing
the glories of Krsna and visiting His abode.

This small guide is not intended to give a complete
a-mandala, but just a brief description of

description of Vraj
Tt ig described in various sastras

the most important places.
that Vraja-Mandala measures 84 kos, or 168 miles 1n ewrcum-
Adi-varaha-purana that if one

ferance. It is stated in the
d measures out 42

takes the city of Mathura as the center, an
miles in cach of the four directions, then this is how the

limits of Vraja-mandala can be calculated.

into various vands or

“In Vraja the land is divided 6
and their extensien

forests. The forests total twelve,

estimated to be 84 Kos.” port)

(C. C. Madhya 21.29 Pur
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On the modern day map, this will include places such
as Agra, Kosi, Bharatpur, Aligarh, stc. Within this circle
there is an inner section which is in the shape of a lotus.
This has a perimstre of 96 miles. Within this area, Krsna
performs most of His pastimes, very rarely going into the
other areas, Within this area are the twelve main forests
and the 121 secondary forests It was within this area that
Vajranab, the great grandson of Krsna, established 160
pastime-places of Krsna with the help of Pariksit Maharaja
and his mother, Uttara, He also established deities such as
Radha-Madana-mehan, Radha-Govinda, Radha-Gopinatha,
and the presiding deities, Douji, Harideva, Kesava, Govinda,
and also the protecting deities Bhutesvara, Cakresvara, Nandi-
svara, Kamesvara and Gopesvara. It is also in this area
that Lord Brahma performed fapasys (Brahma-ghata,
Mathura', Narada Muni had darsana of Radha and Krsna
for the first time (Naradavana), Lord Siva performed tapasya
(Siva-tala), Bali Maharaja performed austeritics (Bali-tala)
Ravana attained control over the three planetary systems, as
well as his kingdom of Lanka (Ravana-kutir). Within this
area Lord Varaha appeared, Lord Matsya appeared, and
also all the holy places within the three worlds are situated
here (such as Badarikasrama, Jagganatha Puri, etc.).

It was this area that Lerd Caitanya eircumambulated,
and still 1o the present day, thousands of pilgrims perform
the same parikrama in the month of Bhadra (June-July).
It is stated in the Matsya Purana by Lord Sesa that there
are 25,000 rirthas within Vraja-mandala,

’
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THE TEN OFFENCE T B
AVOIDED IN TICE
FOLY DIH AT A

To have contempt or disrespect towards the guru who
is revealer of the holy Dhama.

To think that the holy Dhama is temporary.

To commit violence towards any of the residents of

the Holy Dbama, or to any of the pilgrims who come
there, or to think that they arc ordinary mundane
people.

To perform mundane activities while living in the holy
Dhama.

Barning money by, and making a business of, deily
worship and chanting the Holy Name,

To think that the Holy Dhama belongs to some mun-
dane country or providence such as Bergal, or to think
that the Dhama of the Lord is equal to a Holy place
connected with some Demigod, or lo attempt 10
measure the area of the Dhama.

To commit sinful acts while in the Dhama.
To eonsider Vrindavana and Navadwipa different.

To blasphema the sastras which glorify the Holy

Dhama.
To be faithless and to think that the glories of the

Dbama are immaginary.

o3 =)

“One’s mind is not purified however even in
Vrindavaoa if one is agitated by lusty desires One should
not live in Vrindavana and commit offenses, for a life of
offenses in Vrindavana is no better than the lives of the
monkeys and hogs therc. Many monkeys and hogs live in
Vrindavana, and they are concerned with their sexual desires.
Those who are under the control of maya and specifically
under the control of lusty desires, who have gone to
Vrindavana, but who still hanker for sex, should immediately
leave Vrindavana and stop their grevious offenses at the
lotus feet of the Lord, There are many misguided men who
live in Vrindavana to satisfy their sexual desires, but they
are certainly no better than monkeys and hogs, Those who
are under the control of maya, and specifially under the

control of lusty desires are called ‘maya-marga.*

Sri Caitasya Mahaprabhu took Sannyasa to show His
causeless mercy to maya-margas, the people of this material
world, who suffer because of lusty desires, One should
follow the principles of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and always
think of Krsna in full Krsna consciousness. Then oge will
be eligible to live in Vrindavana and his life will be

successful "
(S. B, 5. 19. 20 Purport)

“One should congregationally chant the holy name of

the Lord and reside in Vrindavana. Navadvipa, Jagannatha
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Puri Dhama and Vtindavana Dhama arc considered to be
identical. 1f onc goes to Mathura-Mandala Bhumi for sense
gratification or to make a livellhood, he commits an offense
and is condemned; whoever does so must be penalized in
the next life by becoming a hog or a menkey in Vrindavana-
Dhama. After taking on such a body the offender is liber-
ated in the next life. Sri Bhaktisiddbanta Sarasvati Thakura
remarks that residing in Vrindavana with a view to enjoy
semse gratification surcly leads a so—called devotee to a

lower species.”
(C. C. 22. 132 Purport)

THE GLORIES OF VRAFA

“‘After attainment of the 'brabma-bhuta’ stage, one
can further advance to engagement in devotlonal service.
So this attainment of transcendental loving devotional service
to the Lord is the goal of life, and it can be achieved very
casily for one who lives in Mathura-Mandala even for a

few seconds,”
(N. 0. D. p. 109)

““Who is that person who will not agree to worship
this land of Mathura ? Mathura can deliver all the desires
and ambitions of the fruitive workers and of the salvationists
who desire to become one with the Supreme Brahman.
Certainly Mathura will deliver the desires of the devotees who
simply aspire to be engaged in the devotional serviee of
the Lord.”

(N.©. D. p. 110)

“How wondzrfull it is that simply by residing in
Mathura even for one day, one can achieve a transcendental
loving attitude towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
This land of Mathura must be more glorious than Vaikuntha
Dhama,”

(N. O. D. p, 1I0)

‘In all the three planetary systems, this earth is especia-
lly fortunate for here stands the town of Vrindavana.”
(Adi Purama)
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“A]| the results of travelling on all the pilgrimages
within the three worlds can be achieved simply by touching

the holy land of Mathura.”
(N.O D.p 103)

“By uttering the name of Mathura onc attains the merit

of reciting the Holy Name of Lord Hari. By hearing its

name, one acquires the merit of listening to the holy story of

Bv coming into contact with Mathura, one obtains
By smelling the fragra-

Krsna.
the merit of the company of gaints.
nce of Mathura, one is blessed by the merit of smelling the

fragrance of the Tulasi leaves offered to the Lord.”
(Garga Samhita 25.26)

“A visit to Mathura is by itself equal to the merit of
the visualization of Lord Hari. By eating in Mathura one
obtains the merit of partaking of the offering to Lerd Hari.
Working in Mathura with one’s hands, one obtains the merit
of service to Lord Hari. Walking in Mathura onc attains
the ment of a pilgrimage to a holy place at each and

svery step.”
(Garga Samhita Mathura Khanda 25.27)

s"Women, Mlecchas, Sudras, animals, birds, deer or any

one else dying in Mathura goes to Visou Loka.”
(Mathura Mahatyam 105)

"“Those bitten by snakes, killed by some animal, destro-
yed by fire or water or dying untimely in Mathura go to

Visou Loka.”
(Mathura Mahatyam 107)

(Emdee)

«“0 King of Munis, those who stay in Mathura for
three nights, to them Lord Krsna gives happiness not sven
obtainable for those who are liberated.”

(Mathura Mahatmyam 134)

«Candalas, Yavanas, women and murderers who die
in Mathura will not take birth again.”

(Mathura Mahatmyam 97)

“Apy man dying in a sewer, a broken house, a ceme-
tary, in the air, on a stage, in bed, in a mansion or anywhere
in Mathura will attain liberation "

{Mathura Mahatmyam 91)

“Dumb unconscious beings, the blind, killers and those
not practicing any tapa or nyamas who die in Mathura at
any time go to Visnu Loka”

(Mathura Mahatmya 106)

“Those who have the sight of the son of Devaki
‘Acyuta’ attain Visnu Loka, from where they can never fall
down. Those who with devotion make the parikrama of
Mathura for Lord Krsna are freed from all sins and go
straight to Visou Loka,”

(Mathura Mahatmyam 103-104)

“If a man decides in his mind, ‘I will go to Mathura
and will stay there simply by having such thoughts one
will be free from the wheel of Samsara”

(Mathura Mahatmyam 102)
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“The natural opulence of Vrindavana is just like an
ocean, The opulence of Dvaraka and Vaikuntha is not even
to be compared to a drop "

(Caitanya Caritamrta 14 219 Madhya Lila)

“All your sins accumulated through many many births
can be destroyed in a second by staying in Mathura.”
(Mathura Mahatmyam)

«Sins committed in Mathura can be washed off in
Mathura only. By staying in Mathura you can rise above
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa, All these steps leading
1o salvation are easily available in Mathura.”

{Mathara Mabatmya)

¢If,a person who has not seen Mathura has a keen
desire to see Mathura, he will be reborn in Mathura po

matter where he dies.”
(Mathura Mahatmyam)

MATICURA

Mathura is the centre of Braj Mandal. It is described
in the Hari Vamsa Purana as hall moon in shape with the
Yamuna flowing on its eastern side, and Visramghata as ils
ceptral point, Iis perimeter in some places is described as
18 miles, and in others as 10 miles. The present-day
parikrama route is approximately 9 miles,

Besides Mathura being the celebrated birthplace of
Lord Krspa, it was bere also in Mathura at Krsna Ganga
Tirtha that Vyasadeva took birth apnd a1 Bali-tila that
Bali Mabaraja perfcrmed his great Yajna to take over the
universe. It was here also that Ambasish Mabaraj waited at
Awkarish-tila fer LCurvasa Mupi to return after his great
flipht tbrcupheunt the universe, being chased by the cakra
of Lord Visou.

The example of how to approach Mathura is set by
S1i Cuitanya Mahapiablu, “When Be approacked Mathura
and saw the city, He immediately fell to the ground and
offered oteisapces with great ecstatic love. When Sri Caitanya
Mabaprabbu entered the city of Mathura, He took bis bath
at Vistema-ghzta. Be then visiled the birthplace of Krsna
and saw the deily nemed Kesavaji. He offered His respectful
obeigances to this deity.
{Caitanya Caritamrta 17-155-156 Madhya Lils)

VISEAMA-GHATA :—“ob Goddess ! Visbrapti is famous
in all the three worlds. These who baibe bere acquire univer-
sal fzme. Kesi Ghata is 100 times greater than the Ganges
and 100 titres grester than Kesi Ghata is Visbranti wherc
Krsna bad taken rest.”

(Matbura Mabatmyam 247-249) |
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It was here that Lord Varaha rested after lifting the
earth from the nether regions. At that time, Lord Varaha
spoke the Adi Varaha Purana (0 the Goddess Earth, It was
here also that after killing Kamsa, Lord Krsna came to rest.
At the present timé Visrama-ghata is kept in very good
condition, being entirely covered by marble, Bach evening at

7 o’ clock aratika to the Yamuna is performed.

KESAVA TEMPLE :—"By performing kirtan before Lord
Kesava, one gets rid of all of his sios, net only of this birth,
but of one’s past births as well. For those who have seen
the face of Lord Kesava, all their sins accumulated in the last
seven births will be forgiven in a second. There is no rebirth
for those who have seen the face of Lord Kesava in Mathura,
He will attain a four armed form."

(Mathura Mahatmyam 226-7-8}

The temple of Lord Kesava was razed to the ground
by Aurangazeb in 1669, and from the remnants he built a
large mosque which is still standing today. At the present
time, again a large temple dedicated to Lord Kesava has been
built and is overshadowing the mosque. Bnshrined with-
in this temple are beautiful deities of Sri Sri Radha-Kesava,
When a deity for some reason is refnoved aud a new one is
installed it is known as prati-bhuha and is to be considered
as non-different from the original.

The darshan times are form 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. and from
4-30 P.M. to 8 P.M.

This is the centre of Braj Mandal Lord Kesaya was
originally installed here by Vajranab, but at the present time
the original deity is in Rajdhani. a small village near Kanpur.

(155
BIRTH PLACE OF LORD KRSNA :—Op one side of the

mosque built by Aurangazeb is a small room which is
claimed as the birth place of Lord Krsna, but the actual
birth place is about 250 yards from that room next to one
Potra Kunda, It is quite common in Braja to have more
than one place marking the spot where a pastime of Lord
Krsna took place. Although the original places are known,
persons will simply, according to their own whims, establish a
new place and give the arguement that, ‘This is the oew birth
place and that is the old one and hence there is no difference.’
A sincere pilgrim to Braja should always ask for the
prachin (old) place. The original places of Krsna's pas-
times have been described in different Puranas, especially
Skanda Purana, Padma Purana and Bhakti-ratnaka, and only
for the sake of some ona's livelihood has this confusion arisen.
The birthspot is inside a small compound and is in bad
repair. In a small brick hut are the deities of Vasudeva,
Devaki and four armed Krsna, Darshan is available from 8
in the morning to 8 in the evening.

INANA-VYAD| :—Tt was here that Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu stayed while in Mathura, This place is just behind
Krsna's original birth spot. Darshan is available from 8 A.M.
10 12-30 P.M. and from 4-30 P.M. to 8 P.M.

RANGA BHUMI : — This is the Wrestling Arena of Krsna.
It has a circumforence of one mile. Kamsa was killed here
by Krsna on the hill of the name Kamsa-tila. Just beyond
this hill is the place where Ugrasena was crowned the king
of Mathura by Sri Krsna, Next to this place is the spot
Wwhete Krsna killed the wrestlers, Rangabhumi is just oppo-
site. the Main Post Office, and darsan is available the
entire day,

ad
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KESAVA GAUDIYA MATLA :—Tis is the place where

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
excepted sannyasa. There is also a deity of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu here which was Donated by Srila Prabhupada,

This temple is just next to Rangabhumi.

MADUVANA

0 Goddess | One who sees this forest has all his

desires fulfilled.”
(Mathura Mahatmyam 345)

This forest is three miles from Mathura and has a
parikrama of three miles. It was here in satyayuga that
Dhruva Maharaj attained the darsan of Lord Visnu, at the
place called dhruva-tila. Im the tretayuga when the
Brahmanas of this area were being harrased by the son of
the demon Madhu, Lavanasura, they requested Lord Rama-
chandra for help. Lord Ramcandra, in reply t0 their request,
sent his younger brother, Lord Satrughna, After killing
Lavanasura, Lord Satrughna made his capital in Madhuvana
and ruled over the arsa. There is a Diety of Satrughna
dating from the tretayuga in a small temple situated on the
bank of Krsna Kunda, Krsna would bring His cows daily to
Krsna Kunda for drinking water, and in the autumn season,
He would dance with the gopis on its banks.

O Goddess by bathing here one becomes successful.
a lake in this forest which is full of clear water and beautiful

There is lotuses. Bath and charity performed here will grant

SO many merits.
(Mathura Mahatmyam 346)

This forest is six miles from Mathura, It can be
reached by foot and some timss by tonga. It has a
parikrama of three and a half miles. It was here that
Balaram killed Denukasura. On the eleventh day of the
bright half of Bhadra (Jume-July), a festival is held in
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celebration of this act, This forest used to be full of palm
trees - thus the name Tala was given, but at the present time
there is only one tree left in the entire area which is next to
the Balaram temple, There is also one small kunda called

Sankarsana Kunda,

HUMUDDANA
40 Goddess ! By reaching Kumudvana, one becomes

self realized ’
(Mathura Mahatmyam 350)

This is the smallest of the twelve forests, having a
parikrama of one mile. It is sitnated off the Mathura-
Sonk road at a distance of six miles from Mathura It is
stated in the Varaha purana that in a previous kalpa Lord
Kapila performed austerities here, and that one will achieve
the benefits of pilgrimage to Gangasagar in tenfold here; and
for one who bathes in Padma Kunda all the truths of the

scriptures will be revealed. On the bank of this kunda is

a smail tempie of Lord Kapila,

BAHULAVANA

Sri Hari’s wife Bahula lives here permanently.
Padmavana which is full of fruit, and Visnu’s wife Laksmi
indulges in many pleasures here with Her husband, Here
you will find Sankarsana Kunda and Mansarovar O king,
o bathe in the month of Chaitra, will get the

1t is

those wh
blessings of Laksm and Hari,
(Mathura Mahatmyam 358)

Bahulavan is situated at a distance of seven miles from
Mathura and has a parikrama of four miles. It is described

(g

in the Padma Purana that once a cow of the name Bahula
was stopped by Dharma in the from of a lion, who informed
her that he was going to eat her. She requested him to
wait until she had fed her ecalf, and the loin gave her
permission,  After having fed her calf, she returned. At that
time Lord Krsna appeared there, Being pleased with the
truthfulness of Bahula, she attained the position of one of
His wives. There is one small Bahula temple here and also
two kunds; Sankarsan kund and Krsna Kunda,

— G



RADICA KUNDA

“Beyond these fourteen worlds is the spiritual abode of
the Vaikuntha planets. And beyond that, the area known as
Mathura is the topmost and supreme abode,

Within that Mathura-mandala, the place known a Vrin.
davana is besf of all, for that is where the rasa-lila takes place
Please here me now as | narrate these glories.

Out of all the places in Vrindavana where Krsna per-
forms His pastimes, the place known as Govardhana is best.
And the best place in Govardhana is Radha-Kunda, which

possesses all transcendental qualities.”
( Gita Mala)

Radha kunda is situated at a distance of 16 miles
from Mathura. After Krsna had killed Aristasura, Radha-
rani become upset with Him and told Him that He had to
g0 to all of the sacred rivers for taking bath to become frec
from the sin of killing a bull,

Krsna became very unhappy at the thought of separa-
tion from Radharani, and instead of travelling to all of the
sacred rivers which would take such a long time, He decided
to call all the rivers there.

At that time, Krsna pushed the heel of His foot into
the ground, thus making a large hole. Thereafter, Krsna
called all of the sacred rivers there, who immediately appeared
there in personified forms and offered their prayers to the
Lord. Thus the kunda became full of water.

At this, Radharani became very upset and told Her
girlfriends that if Krsna could make a kunda, so could she.

Thereafter She broks Her bangle and Started to dig a
kunda, using Her broken bangle as a digging instrument.
Upon seeing this, all of Her thousands of girifriends also

(19

broke their bangles and started to dig. In a very short time
the kunda was completed, but it was empty. So all of her
girlfriends formed a line from Radha kunda to Manasi Ganga
2 miles away and thus brought water to fill the kunda.
Again the personified rivers appeared there and requested
Krsna that they may be able to enter Srimati Radharani’s
kunda. Krsna told them they had to ask Srimati Radharani.s
permission, Krsna then declared that if He took bath in
Srimati Radbarani’s kunda, He would be freed from the sin
of killing the bull. After this, Srimati Radharani forgave Him.

After the departure from this world of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Raghunatha dasa Gosvami resided here on the
bank of Radha kunda— Syama kunda which at that time
were measuring approximately 12 spuare feet each.

Raghunatha, secing the pecessity of enlarging the
kundas for the sake of the large amount of pilgrims who
would come there for bathing, started to consider in his

mind how this would be possible.

At that same time, one rich wan named Sampana had
gone to Badarikasrama for darshan. While he was there,
Krsna appeared to him in a dream and told him to go to
Braj and find Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, who was desirous
of excavating Radha kunda, Thereafter he came to Radha
kunda and fell at the feet of Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

informing him of the dream,

Raghunatha had the work started immediately, First
Radha kunda was completed, and then work was started on
Syama kunda. At that time, king Yudisthira appeared to
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami in a dream and requested him

oot to cut down the trees around Syama kunda because he



and the other Pandavas were living there in the form of
trecs performing bhajan. Thus Syama kunda was made in
an irregular way.

Dﬂdhd'K[SHﬂ Temple :—When Raghunatha dasa exca.
vated Radha kunda, he discovered this deity.  There are also
reproductions of the main temples of Vrindavana situated
around Radha kunda, due to this being the first stopping
place when Radha-Govinda and other deities were being
taken to Jaipur. All these deities arc considered to be
prati-bhuha or as good as the original deities,

Radha-Gopinatha Temple :—When Srimati Jahoava
Devi visited Radha kunda she saw Gopinatha standing under
a tree at this spot, There is a small sitting place just next to
the kunda which was used by Srimati Jahnava Devi, Within
this temple is the samadhi of Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.

Bhaktivinode Thakur’s Bhajan Kutir —"The banks

of Sri Radha kunda are made of billions of conscious,
ecstatic desire-fulfilling touchstones, and surrounding the
kunda are hundreds and hundreds of beautiful transcendental
gardens and groves. All the trees and creepers in those
gardens are made of coral and rubies and the fruits they
produce are diamonds and pearls, And their branches are
bending down to the pround due to being overburdened
with millions of these lovely gems.

My small cottage is shining beautifully withi .
most enchanting garden ocalled Svananda-sukhada-kunja.
Living there, I will sing Krsna’s holy name, and T will greedily
hanker for that time when I will get the service of Him and
His associates,”’ (Gita Mal2)

h
Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura would stay here when ¢

n that

(21 )

He has declared in his songs
His puspa samadhi is also

would visit Radha-Kunda,
that he cternally resides here,
here. Later Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati would also
stay here. There arc still some personal items of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta here; his wooden shoes, cane, bed and also

his puspa samadhi is here.

Tongue of Govardhana

Goswami decided to make a well so that the kunda would

:—Once Raghunatha dasa

not have to be used for washing clothes and pots, etc, but
while the digging was going on, the workers hit something
which started to bleed, Raghunatha dasa fearing that he bhad

committed some great offence told them to stop their work.

That night in a dream Lord Krana told him that it
was the tongue of Govardhan which he had struck, and that
he should earefully remove it and install it in a small temple
and simply offer tulasi leaves and water. This is situated in
the compound of the Radha-Govinda Temple,

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami's Bhajen Kutir :~Raghu-
natha dasa is a disciple of Yadunandana Acarya, who is
very gentle and is extremely dear to Vasudeva Datta, a
resident of Kancanapalle. Because of Raghunatha dasa's
transcendental qualities, he is always more dear than life for
all of us devotees of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Since he has
been favored by the abundant mercy of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, he is always pleasing. Vividly providing a superior
example for the renounced order, this very dear follower of
Svarupa Damodar Gosvami is the ocean of renunciation.
Who among the residents of Nilacala (Jagannatha Puri) does
not know him very well 7"

(Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka 10.3)
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Once Raghupatha dasa was sitting at this spot absor.

bed in his bhajan when a tiger and 2 tigress came to drink

water from Syama kunda,

At that time, Lord Krsna came there and stood at a

little distance away in case the tigers disturbed Raghunatha
1

At the same time, Sapatana Gosvami came and saw

dasa,
and also krsna, who

Raghunatha dasa and the two tigers,

was smiling at Sapatana. After the two tigers had finished

drinking, they left and Krspa also left. Then Sanatana
& Raghunatha dasa told him what had

happened, Sanatan requested Raghunatha to make a smali

hut for living so that Krsna would not have to tfe bothercd
e to give protection to him,

approached and

in this way by having to ccm

On apother day Raghunatha dasa was sitting here in the
At that time, Srimati

exposed to the midday sun.
stood behind Raghunatha dasa

All of the swaps,

open,
Radharani came there and
holding Her covering cloth over his head.
came to the bank of Syama kunda to
ain came there and saw Srimati
All of Her clothes

tortoises, deer, ate,
watch, Then Sanatan ag
Radharani standing in the noon sunm.
perspiring. After some time, Srimati Radba-
Then Sanatan went (O
his incon-

were wet due to
rani smiled at Sapatan and then left,
hunatba dasa and chastised him for causing t

venience to Srimati Radharani. Afier this incident, Ragbu-
natha dasa constructed a small cottage for his bhajan. I.Tu?t
next to this is the bhajan kutir of Srila Krsna dasa Kaviraja
Gosvami It was here that Krsna dasa Kaviraj wrote

i i i of
Sri Caitanya Caritamrta and Sri Govinda Lilamrta Both
e bank of Krsna kund
Kaviraja bas

Rag

a at
these places are situated on th

Manasa Pavana Ghata, Srila Krsna dasa

stated that Srimati radharani, along with her girl friends,
comes here daily at 12 o'clock to take her bath. And this
pastime is going on to the present day  Close to this ghata
is the cremation place of Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Raghu-
natha Bhatta Gosvami, and Krsna dasa Kaviraja Gosvami.
during the time of the six Gosvamis, due to fear of the
Muslims’ digging up the bodies, it was the geaneral practice
to burn the bodies of even great mahatmas and afterwards
place the ashes in the samadhi.

lafita  Kunda

Syama kunda are the kundas of the eight main assistants of
Srimati Radharani

:—Surrounding Radha kunda and
The only one of these which is manpi-
fested at this time is Lalita kunda. Jiva Gosvami's bhajan Kutir
is opposite to Lalita kunda.

Gopi Kupﬂ :—This well was dug onm the order of
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami to provide water for cleaning
purposes, but when Govardhan's tongue was found within, it
was also not used. Opposite to this well is the place where

Madhavendra Puri sat when he came here to Radha kunda

The Sitting Place of Sri Caitanua Mahaprabhu :—
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri Gauracaodra,
whose transcendental body is studded with ecstatic sruptions
which surpass the beauty of fresh-blooming kadamba
With both of His arms raised high in the air, He
repeatedly vibrates the holy name ‘Hari | Hari | as cascades
of tears gush from His eyes like a waterfall while dancing,

thus drenching the earth all

blossoms.

around. This just shows how
fond He is of dancing and singing the holy names while
surrounded by His own intimate, loving associates.’

(Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi 1)
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At this place, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu sat under a
tree after discovering Radha kunda, While Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was performing parikrama of Braj, He danced in
ectasy, but when He arrived in Aristagrama His sense percep-
tion was awakened, and Hc asked the local people, “Where
is Radha kunda ?” No one could tell him.

The Lord then understood that the holy place of Radha
kunda was no longer visible. Being the omnisient Supreme
Personality of Godhead, He discovered Radha kunda and
Syama kuoda in two paddy fields, There was little water
but He took His bath there, The Lord offered His prayers
to Sri Radha kunda.

"Of all the gopis, Radharani isthe dearmost Similarly,
the lake known as Radha kunda is very dear to the Lord
because it is very dear to Srimati Radharani. Srimati Radha-
rani js most dear to Lord Krsna, and Her lake known as
Radha kunda is also very dear to Him. Of all the gopis,
Srimati Radharani is sertainly the most beloved In that
Lake Lord Krena and Srimati Radharani used to sport daily
in the water and have rasa dance on the bank. Indeed Lord
Krsna gives ecstatic love like that of Srimati Radharani to
whoever bathes in that lake even once in his life. The
attraction of Radha kunda is as sweet as that of Srimati
Radharani. Similarly, the glories of the kunda (lake) are as
glorious as Srimati Radharani. Because of its wonderful
transcendental qualities, Radh kunda is as dear to Krsna as
Srimati Radharani. Tt was in this Jake that the all opulent
Lord Sri Krsna performed His pastimes with Srimati Radha-
rani with great pleasure and transcendental bliss. Whoever
bathes just once in Radha kunda attains Srimati Radharani’s
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loving attraction for Sri Krsna. Whbo within this world can
describe the glories and sweetness of Srs Radha kunda ?

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya lila 18 7-12)

HUSUM SeAROVARA

Situated two miles from Radha kunda, It was here
that Radharani woul pick flowers along with Her sakhis
before proceeding to Racha kunda to meet Krsoa. It s
stated in the Skanda Purana that Uddhava resides here in
the form of grass. There is also a temple here with the
Deity of Uddhava, dating from the time of Lord Krsna,

Naradavana :— This is situated on the oppesite side of
the road to Kusum Sarovara Narada Muni, being desirous
of baving the darsen of Radha Krspa approached Lord
Sadasiva, who gave him a mantra for attaining the darsan of
Radha Krspa. Narada Muni ceane to this place for practi-
cing this mantra.

One day, Vrindadevi was passing by with her assistants,
When MNarada saw her, he offered his obeisances at her lotus
feet, requesting her that he might attain the darsan of Radha
Krsna, Vrnda told Narada that he would not be able to
have their darsan in his present form. Thus she took him to
the Noith western phata of Kusum sarovara  After he had
dipped into the water, he attained the form of a gopi.

Thus he was able to have the darshan of Radha Krsna,
Afterwards, Vrndadevi brought him to the South eastern
ghata of Kusum sarovara and, dipping into the water, he
attained the form of Narada again. Although Narada
Muni was cursed that he would pot be able to stay in one
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place more than & few minutes, Lord Krsna requested him to
stay here and write bhakti sutras, informing him that because
Braj mandal was not part of the three worlds, the curse did
not apply. Narada later wrote Narada Bhakti sutra here.
There is a kunda and a small Narada Temple here.

) FADHA KUNDA

E =
; m——-’—-z
“— To GOYARDHAN. i

2

SHYAMA KuNDA

RAQONATH DAS
BRATAN KuTiR

TIvA Goswanis
EHATAN

BHAKTVINoDE
BHASAN
KuTiR

LALITA

. LORD CHAITANYAS

KUNDA

o S



-

SIARAAY H‘-H
- —= = PARIKRAMA
VILLAGE

-
o,

L
-

-
RO R A

l
I,
| T
[ SURABFLI
@Nrg.

L4

P

< |

So+—7 ANIYORA |

\k ‘ \

S G ouiNDA-KUND e \
3 ’

'4

PUNCHARI

NARRDA-VAMA|

(GOVARDHAN

Hiee,

FCANRA S AROVAR |l

Nl

( 27 }

GOVARDICAN

“Of all the devotees, this Govardhan Hill is the best
O my friends, this hill supplies Krsna and Balaram, as well
as their calves, cows and cowherd friends, with all kinds of
necessities water for drinking, very soft grass, caves, fruits,
flowers and vegetables, In this way the hill offers respect to
the Lord, Being touched by the lotus feet of Krsna and
Balarama, Govardhana Hill appears very jubilant.”
(Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya Lila 18.37)

Govardhan hill is situated at a distance of fourteen
miles from Mathura, and has a parikrama of fourteen miles.
In Braja many great personalities have manifested themsalves
as hills; Govardhana (Krsna) Charanpari (Sesa), Barsana
(Brahma), and Nandisvara (Siva),

In the Satya Yuga there was a mountain of the name
of King Dronachal, who lived in the east of Bharatvarsha in
Salmali, This king had a son named Govardhana, At the
time of Govardhana's birth all the demigods showered flowers,
One day a great sage named Pulastya muni arrived in Salmali,
and upon seeing the beauty of Govardhan, he requested king
Dronachal to give him Govardhana, At this request, King
Dronachal became very upset and started to cry. He told
the Muni that he could not part with Govardhan, Pulastya

became very angry at this, and raised his hand to curse
Dronachal.

Just then Govardhan told ths Muni that he would go
with him, but wherever the Muni set him down, at that place
hc Would remain. The Munij agreed and left,
Govardhana in his right hand,

earrying
When they reached the Braja

N\
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happy. Pulastya Muni
bis evening bath  Upon
aot lift Govardhaoa, and
dhan that every day
ment of one

Mandala, Govardhan2 becams very
put him down and went off to take
teturning the Muni found he could
he became very angry and cursed Govar

he would sink iato the grouad by the measure
mustard seed. :
j high
At that time, Govardhan Was three \,rcuar‘:a!‘»t hfih
: ' e 1
(twenty foar miles), At prasent, Goavardhana is 80 fe

t his highest point. In Govinda-Lilamrta. Govardhana Is
o c t the two
described as having the form of 2 peacock, and tha

eyes are Radha Kunda and Syama Kunda.

g c—Itis stated in Mathura Mahatmyam

Manasi Gang in Manasi Ganga, and then take

that one should first baths ;
darsan of Haridzva before starting Govardhao Parikrama.

Ganea is situated in the middle of the town of

After Krsna had killed Vatsasura, the demon

Govardhana. 5=
by his friends that

foca of a calf, he was told .
et s aes for purification;

be would have to go and bathe in the Gang ‘
j & o
Krsna, oot wanting to leave Braj, causzd the Ganges

manifest from his mind, and thus He took his bath.,

Manasi

Once Krsna saw that his father Nanda Maharaja was

preparing to go on a journey with the plder cowherd men.

Krsna inquired from his father as to whers he was g.oing, and
Nanda Maharaj informed his son that they were going to the
Ganges. Krsna told His father that it was not necessary ‘:
g0 so far to bathe in the Ganges, because the .Gaugﬁ Wad
already present in Braj.  After this Krsna led His father ank
all the Brajabasis here to Manasi Ganga and they all “’f‘
bath and offered aratika. Radha and Krsna would also enjoy
boating on this lake.
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Rupa Gosvami has stated in his Mathora Mahatmyam
that if one travels to other places for purification after hearing
that the Braj Mandal is the highest and all holy places are
situated here, then his only benefit will be the trouble he
under-goes to reach them. On the baok of this kunda is a
temple of Manasi Devi, the residing Deity of Manasi Ganga,

Harideva Temple :—Lord Harideva is the presiding
deity of the western pstal of the Lotus of Mathura, Hari-
deva was installed bere by Vrajranab, but duz to fear of the
Moghuls he was moved to Rajdhani, a small village near
Kanpur.

Brahma Kunda : —This kunda is behind the Haridev
temple; Lord Brahma permanently resides here. Oa the
eastern side resides [ndra, on the south resides Yamaraj, on
the west, Varuna and on the North, Kuvera,

(akratirtha :—At the time of lifting Govardhana Hill
to give protection to the Brajabasis from the torrents of rain
sent by Indra, Krsna saw that the water would come under-
neath and drown everyone. At that time, Krsna within His
mind ealled His Sudarsan Cakra. Sudarsan Cakra manifested
above the hill, and for the eniire sevan days which Krsna
held up the hill, Sudarsan Cakra generated heat equal to
many suns and thus drank up all the rain. At the same time,
Sesa Naga manifested in the four directions on the ground
and drank up the flood water. After Krsna had replaced
Govardhan Hill, Sudarsan Cakra remaioed on the northern
side of Manasi Ganga, which is now known as Cakra Tirtha.

Chakaliswar (Siva) Temple :~This is within Cakratirtha.
Chakaliswar remains here to give protection to the residents

of Govardhana. Sapatan Gosvami’s Bhajan kutir is next to
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Chakaliswar Temple. While Sanatan Gosvami was living
here, he would perform Govardbana Parikrama daily. Oune
day Krsna came to him in the form of a cowherd boy and
requested him that due to his old age he shouid net continue
to perform parikrama. Then he gave Sanatan a Govardhana
Sila which bore Krsna’s footprint and a calf's footprint
This Sila is mow kept in the Radha-Damodara Temple in
Vrdndavana.

One day Sanatan decided to move to apother place
due to disturbance from mosquitos. At that time, Chakali-
swar came before him disguised as a brahmana and informed
the Gosvami that he would no longer be disturbed by the
mosquites. To the present day mosquitos can not be

found here.
ANIYORA

| is here that all the gopis and the gopas emjoyed
wondexful pastimes with Sri Krsna. Therefore this place is
also ealled Anmiyora, The Annakuta ceremony was celebrated
here O Srinivasa, whoever sees this place has all his desires
falfilled.”
(Bhakti-ratnakara, Fifth wave)
Aniyera is on the Covardbapa parikrama path, two
miles from Govardhna tewn. [t was here that Lord Krsna
performed the Govardhana puja. On the out skirts of
Anivora is oOme Sankarsana kunda, It was here that Srila
Madhzvendra Puri discovered the deity of Gepala “Lock at
the dense forest pezr the kunda. It was here that Gopala
was concealed.” {Bhakti-ratnakara)
At present Gopala is being worshiped in Nathdwara in
Rajasthan.

R

Govinda Kunda :—"“Govinda kunda is exalted for its
many spiritual aetivities. It was here that Indra was defeated
by Lord Krsna, and Indra offered His prayers and bathed
Lord Govinda.”

(Bhakti-ratnakara)

“Simply by bathing in Govinda-kunda, one is awarded
liberation. This lake was produced when Bhagavan Sri Krina

was bathed by Lord Indra”
(Mathora-khanda)



KAMAVAN

40 Devi, pilgrims 10 Kemzven will cemmand respect
'Bu:h in Vimsla kunca will wash away all of

iz my werld.
: here will stroll through my

one’s sins. Apybedy who dies

abode” (Mathura Mabhatmyam 351-352)

This forest is situated at 3 distance of 37 miles from
Mathura, ard has 2 parikrama of 14 miles. :
Kamavan that the Pardavas spent tkeir ehildhcod, Tt is said
¢a tere, the most important of which 13

Tt was here in

that there zre 84 kun
Vimal kunda
Govinda TEII'BIG .— In this temple is the presiding deity
of Vrndzvara, Vindadevi, which was discovered by Rupa
Gosvemi on tke bark of Brahma kvnda in Vrndavana, and
was instzlled by kim in a small tewple next to Radha-
Govinda Temple, Later, due to fear of the Muslims, the
king of Jaipur decided to teke Vrndadevi, Radha-Gopinath,
Rzdhz-Mzdzn Mcbzn erd Rsdhz-Covinda to Jaipur. But
when they reached Kemavap, Vindadevi refused to go any
further, This deity was originally installed by Vajranab.

“Q Vrinde | We are devoid of devotion due to
hondreds and thousands of offences for which we bave been
hurled into the ocean of material existence, and we are being
cast about by the hcsriable waves of Just, apger, etc.
Therefore we are sceking your shelter. Shewing compassion
please pick vs vp from this murdane ocesn, which is 30
difficult to cross over, We offer our respectful obeisances

snto your divire lotus feet,”
{ Yrndadevi-Astakam 8)
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Charanpari :—Lord Sesa has appeared here in the form
of a hill. On wp of this hill are the footprints of Lord
Krsna.

Bojantalj : — O this hill. Krsna would take lunch with
his friends Implanted in the ground here are bowls and
plates which were used by Krsna. Here also Vyomasura

was killed.
BARSANA

[ offer my respects to Radhzrani, whose bodily comp-
lexion is like molten gold and who is the Queen of Vrndavana.
You are the daughter of king Vrsabhanu, and you are very
dear to Lord Krspa ™’

“Even Lord Madusudana, the Vaikuntha-natha who is
stremely difficult to approach even for the great saints who
are adept in the Yoga systems, Himself actually considers the
touch of the playful breeze which arises from the occasional
movement of the tip of Radharani’s garment to be the most
rare and precious blessing of blessings, Whenever He feels
such a breeze, He thinks that He has successfully achieved
the topmost goal of His very existence, May I prostrate
myself in the direction of the town of Barsana, the abode of
this graceful Daughter of king Vrsabhanu ”

(Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi 2,

Situated at a distance of 30 miles from Mathura,
Barsana has a parikrama of 4 miles, It is said in the Padma
Purana that in the Tretayuga, Lord Brahma approached Lord
Krsna and requested Him that he might become the ground
on which Krsna would perform His pastimes with the g0opis
and gopas. Lord Krsna asked Brahmaji to go to Barsana
and take the form of a hill There are two hills here, one
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of white colour which is Lord Brahma, and one of black
colour which is Loird Visou.

Larily Lal Temple :—This is situated on top of the

main peak of the Brahma Hill. It was here that king Vrsa-

bhanu made his palace. At the foot of the maio steps lezl:ding
to Larily Lal Temple are the temples of Vrsabhanu, Kirtida
and Sridama, Astasakhi and Lalita Mohan. In this t?.l]fll?lc
Lalita is seen with her head always covered. All these (.iemes
were installed by Vajranab. Darsan is available at Larily Lal
Temple between 8 A. M. till 12 noon and between 4-30 P. M.

and 8 P.M.
Mor Kutjr :—One day Srimati Radharani wanted to see

the dancing of the peacock, so Her friends brought Her here.
Lord Krsna also arrived here in the form of a peacock and
danced before them. On the top of this hill is a temple in
which there is a beautiful painting of this pastime by a
Gaudiya saint who was blind, and received darsan of this
pastime as long as he was engaged in the painting work.

Mana Kutir :—Once Radha requested Krsna to praise
Her. In response Krsna started to compare Her to the full
moon; but Srimati Radharani did not like the comparison, so
She left His company, at which Krsna fell into lamentation
and started to search for Her. After a little while Srimati
Radharani again appeared before Him, this time in the same
dress as Him. Upon seeing the newcomer, Krsna inquired as
to his identity. The newcomer informed Him that his name
was Krsna, and that he was searching for His consort Srimati
Radharani, At this time, Krsna became angry and told him
that he was an imposter,

“The newcomer challenged Krsna that if He really was
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Krsna, then where was His coasort Srimati Radharani ?

Krina said that He would ca!l Her there, but after She
had watched the fun for a while, Radharani revealed Her real
identity to Krsna. They then both went to look for Lalita
and Visakha to see if th2y could tell who was who.

Sankari Kor :—This is a very narrow path that divides
Brahma'’s hill frem Visau's hill (Vilasgha). Oan one occasion
Lord Krsna came here along with His friends and blocked
the path so that Srimati Radharani and Her sakhis could not
proceed with their pots of"yoghurt and cream. When the two
parties met an argument started with Krspa demanding tax
for the use of the path, and the gopis refusing, After some
time, Srimati Radharani and the other gopis started to push
their way along the path, and Krsna and the cowherd boys
started to push them back. However, when Krsna saw that
Srimati Radharani’s party was winning, Hez knocked the pot
of yoghurt from Srimati Radharani’s head, and the cowherd

boys feasted on the yoghurt, The spot where the pot was
broken can still be seen

NANDAGRAN

“Those who bathe in Pavan sarovara and then have
darsan of Krina, Nanda and Yasoda on the Nandeshvara
Hill will attaip perfection "’

(Mathura Mahatmyam 453)

Situated at a distance o
Nandagram bas a parikrama of
of Lord Krsna, Parajanya,
Muni, came to the hill of N
ties for many years,

f 35 miles from Mathura,
4 miles. The grandfather
after being instructed by Narada
andisvara and performed austeri-
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ed from the sky: ‘O Parajanya

i The
due to your great austarities you will beget five soms =
\ :wha will be known as Nanda Maharaja Wi
o will be the life and soul

One day, a voics anpounc

middle son, A
become the father of Sti Krsna, wh

of th® Brajbasis.

After this Parajanya
to fear of the Kesi demon they
(Gokaula). After Krsna's birth, they

lived here with his family, but due
Jater moved to Mahavana
again returned bere to
o f i ar anod
rspa’s favorite Sarov

for Krena on its bank.
from Durvasa Muai

Davansarovara - Tbis is X
Srimati Radharam would cook daily

Due to having received a benediction
thar anyone who ate Her cookiag

Mother Yasoda had Srimati Radharani coo " -
d The bhajan kutir of Sasautama Gosvaml 15 O the ban
ay.

of this sarovar. While Sanatan was liv-in‘g here, Srima-;.i
Radharani weuld cook sweet rice daily for him, and Krsoa

-0 it to him disguised as 2 cowherd boy. ©On one
wou:asencuk? m,aﬁer Krsna had given the sweet rice to Sanatana,
Krspa told him that in the Nandisvara hill there “fas a cave,
and jm that cave were deities of Nanda Maharaja, Mother
Yasoda, eud Krsoa and Balaram, After this, Sanatana ’had
‘the dﬂ'h!:lﬂ removed from the cave apd installed them in a
temple on top of the Nandisvara bill.

Manda Yasoda Templg :—This is situated on the top 0;
the Nandiévaré,hi]l. These deities were originally installe

by Vajramab. In the temple courtyard is the deity of MNandi-
which was also installed By Vajrapab  Once
: house of Mother Yasoda and requested

would mever fall sick,
k for Krsna every

swarz (Siva),
Lord Siva came to the

ber for the darshan, of Baby Krsna She refused fo let.him-
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see her child, because she thought him to be too dirty and
frightening for Baby Krsna to see. After a long argument,
Lord Siva [eft, at which moment Krsua started to cry. Mother
Yasoda went te care for Him but whatever she did, she could
oot stop Him crying, She called for her neighbeurs to ask
what she should do. They inquired from her if anyone had
come to her house and she told them about the sadhu who
bad come. They then went to call for him and he returned
after be was assured that he would get darsan of Krsna.

As soon as Krsna saw Lord Siva, He stopped crying.
Mother Yasoda inquired how she could repay him, He told
her that from now on he would reside in her courtyard, and
when sh: woulll bathe and feed Krsna the remnants would be
given to him. This is still followed to the present day.

Close to this temple is Charan Pari where Lord Krsna’s foot-
prints can be seen

Narsimha Temple :—This templc is sitwated on the
opposite side of the Nandisvara hill to Pavan sarovara. It
contains the deities of Narsimha, Varaha, and Narayan which

were the deities of Nanda Maharaja. At the present time
1

the deity of Lord Narayan is net being wershipped, due to
its having been disfigured by the Muslims Close to this
place is a yoghurt pot which was used by Mother Yasoda,
This pot is measuring four and a half feet across and five

feet high; it is kept in a broken dewn stone hut, and is sunk
into the ground.

Yasoda Kunda :—This is situated at a distance of 150

yards from Narsimha Temple. Mother Yasoda would come

biere daily with Krspa for taking bath. Nearby is Nanda--
kunda,
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1 :—Thisis at a distance of 1 mile from
ivered the

Uddhava Kua

Nandisvara hill. It was here that Uddhava del
letter of Krsna to the gopis. Dueto a great and unlimited

s which were owned by Nanda Maharaja, there

number of cow
In the sastras there

are mapy kundas here in Nandagram.
are fifty six different kundas listed. Many of these kundas

have disappeared however

KHADIRAVAN

#Behold the forest named Khadiravan, renowned thro-

ughout the universe. If one comes to Khadiravan, he can

immediately be elevated to Visnuloka.”
(thkti Ratnakara, Fifth wave)
uated at a distance of 32 miles from

This forest is sit
It has a parikrama

Matbura, and 4 miles from Nandagram.
of 41 miles. It was here that Krsna killed Bakasura. At
the time of death, Bakasura called out Kayaro and thus this
became the local name of this forest. On the banks of
Maduri Kunda (Sangam kunda), are the bhajan kutirs of
Lokanath Gosvami and Bugharba Gosvami, Three miles
from here, in the town of Umbrayo on the bank of Kisori

Kunda, the deity of Radha-Vinode manifested Himself to
Lokanath Gosvami.
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KEY TO. VRINDABAN AP

1.
2
3
4,
5
6
7.
8.
9
10,
11.
12
13.
14,
15.
16.
17,
18,
19,
20,
21,
22,

Krsna-Balaram Temple

Varaha Ghata
Prabhodhananda Sarasvati Samadhi
8anatana Gosvami's Samadhi
Madan Mohaa Temple

Banki Bihari Temple
Radha-Vallabha Temple

S:va Kunja

Imli Tala

Radha-Syamasundar Temple
Syamannanda Prabhu’s Samadhi
Radha-Damodar Temple
Nityananda Vata

Nidhuban

Radha-Raman Temple
Radha-Gokulapanda Temple
Radha-Gopinatha Temple
Vamsi Gopala Temple \
Gopisvara
Brahma Kunda

Govinda Temple
64 Samadhis and Venu Kupa

)



&_’/KESI "GAT\

KALIYA GAT

@
RAMAN
RETI

<

RAMAKR SUNA
KesPiTac

GHANE M ARG

DAVANALA
KUND

AKRURA

o MATHURA GAT



inda is a trans.
known as Yrindavana is
“The beautiful place . e
dental abode 1n the spiritul world, and is madeec 1 y
ntal 2 .
Cefnd'c' ¢ touchstones, There are many beautiful temples there
o 1¥ 10 £

as raja-hamsa play
j d the swans known
made out of jewels, an

j that
in the waters of the River Yamuna, which flows lhrough al
mn

2 i there
dent | land In the water of that divine river,
transcendenta .

ab utif olden lotu fa Is
tus O huﬂdfﬂd petals.
is eauti ul g 1d (
This is at a distance of 8 miles from Mathura Vrinda-
] r

i om the
is the largest of the twelve forests, stretching fr
yana ¥

2 one
| city of Vrindavana to Mandagram on On

e This is Krsna’s

ide.
side, and to Govardhan on the other side

i where
favorite forest, Within this forest is the rasa mandala

Krsna performs His rasa lila. flbs. -
This rasa mandala has a perimeter of tendnln c-.zs,R 14
is semicircular with the Yamuna flowing zroundi
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: ilthongh there were thousands upon thousandsmzf
gopis danciog with Krsna, Yogamaya arranged to a;:::;upa
date them within this small mandala. it was here ;1- e
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temples, and in their footsteps mamy great personall ;:cs T
also established temples here, The number of temp

now grown to more than five thousand.

Krsna-Balaram Temple (Reman Rati
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?Mmj decided to mowe to Vrindavana forest.
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they made a temporary camp at Chatikara, while they built
their permanent residences in Nandagram, Barsana and the
surroundiag villages, During their stay in Chatikarz, Krsna
and Balaram would come here daily to Raman Reti for
playing. It is described in the Govinda, Lilamrta that
Radha and Krsna meet every night at about 9 o'clock before
praceeding to Vrindavana to enjoy Their pastimes.

The Sri Sri Krsna-Balaram Temple was established in
1975 by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya of the International Society
for Krsna Consciousness, The temple was built by the dona-
tiops of disciples from all over the world. It was the long
cherished desire of His Divine Grace to cstablish an Inter.
national centre for worshipping the divine brothers Krsna and
Bataram in Their Holy Dhama of Srj Vrindavana, Sri Sri
Krsna Balaram on the ventral alter are the presiding deities
of the Mandir, with 8ri Sri Gaur-Nitai on Their right and
Sri Sri Radha-Shyamasusdar on Their left side. A murti of
Srila Prabhupada seated on the vyasasan is also situated in
the darshan mandap for all visitors to offer their respects,
The Samadhi Mandir is at the front of the Tsmpie in honour
of His sacred memory. In the courtyard of the Krsna-Balaram
Temple is a Tamal tree undes which it is said Srimati Radha.
fani would wait for Krsna,

His Divine Grace A, C, Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhy-
pada, the Founder-Acharya of ISKCON, appeared in this
world in 1896 in Calcutta, India, He was Tequested by hijs
spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, to
Preach the message of Krspa cOnsciousness

throughout the
world in the English language,

Srila Prabhu Pada accepted
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5 aftac translating and

& order of life in 1959 and aft‘rr r o
e volumss of Srimad Bhagavatam,

i Srila Prabhupada successfully

ach Krsna consciousness i his

publishing t : -
saild 1o America in 1962
carried out the missiod to pre e S
life time by establishing over 200 Templ - .
e T 8 i
d Farm communities all over the wor =
e Ghata : Krsna showed His Varaha fo Lo
& i aha dei
lemh?lre gl’ the gopis, There s a small Varaha ¥y
for the pleas
here. Opposite is the ashram of Ga : o
: T While Krsna was dancing Wit g
e, s but upon
id Macrﬁgnto try to fire his arrow of lust at Him, i
1 ch beauty of Krsna, he was s0 overcome Wil 3
seeing the
feelings that he fainted.
Kaliya Hradq :—When one takes

Hrada he is freed from all sinful activities.

r
: : ing ia Kaliya Hrada'
successful in business by bathlﬂ(};ku Ratnakara Fifih wave)

utama Rishi.

a bath in Kaliya
Quoe can also be

Due to the presence of the Kaliya scrpe'nt, the :’::l:::
of the Yamuna became poisouous. Krsna‘dcmdc‘d tfo c;;s -
\his serpent. One day He came here with His h:e =il
playing. While they were deciding what game tll :; o
play, Sridama arrived there with a ball. They a q
him to let them play with his ball.

Sridama said they could but if it were lost, then wij
ever lost it would have to give a npew one, They promis
that they would. :

Aftter playing for some time, Krsna threw the ball mt;)
the Yamuna, at which Sridama became very angry 3;;
cataning hold of Ktsna, He chastised Him for His action. -
reminded Him of His promise to provide a new ball. Kr8

LI A8

told Sridama that He would retrieve the ball from the
Yamuna. Then Krsna bit Sridama’s hand to make Sridama
let 2o of Him. When Sridama ler 2o of Krsna, Krsna imme-
diately climbed up a big kadamba tree and started to tighten

His belt,  All of his friends begged Him not to jump into
the Yamuna,

Sridama told Krsna that he did not want the ball, and

that Krsna should gome down at once. But Krsna started

into the poisonous waters of
At that very moment al] the boys fell to the
&round, seeing that thejr very life force, Krsna, was submer-
gd in the Yamuaa. They became Jike painted pictures
simply staring at the Spot where Krsna had disappeared.
At the same time, in the village Mother Yasoda, Nanda
Maharaja and the other cowherd men and women Observed
all kinds of inauspicious signs both j
land.  Fearing something to have ha
very life, they al] jeft the village
Krsna.

to flap His arms and jumped
the Yamunpa,

o the sky and op the
ppened to Krspa, their
and started to search for
they came to the bank of the
the cewherd boys in ap almost

After some time,
Yamuna where they found
Unconscious state,

After inquiring about
that Krsna had Jumped iato

Iife air ttopged, and they i

Krsna; they came to understand

the Yamung, Thus, their very

ply stared at the waters of the
mbrance of their beautifu) Krsna,

ya Serpent emerged from the waters
of the Yamuna, holding Krgng tightly in hjs coils,  Ajl of

the Brajabasis Were on the point of dying, When Krspa saw
the Situation, He started to expand His body

» 80d Kaliya was
forced to Jet Him go Then Krsna Jjumped

on to Kaliya’s
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Yamuna is not flowiog
ome simply to

reat jubilation.
iad retrieved (rom the Y
laueh in great happioess. 5
climbed is still there, and alt o
is spot apymore, thousands of P : il
i is holy place, which can give eve
he dust of this e

pala Bhatta Gosvami, is also here.

touch t
hearted man love of God.

i f Go
Saraswati, the guru © : : T
. — Dyadasaditua Tilo Chi
han Temple D L)
“GI Mtid?]i]e i‘l?-lmercirul Radha and Mz?dau !.‘»Plt.\hand Th-:ir
Jam:?nd ill adviseed. yet They are my directors, an

i t1] :
Jotus feet arc everythiog to me i )

the Kaliya lake. He was

t of
After Krsna came OU -

i i un
feeling cold due to Bis having been in the Yar-u' S
lopg time, At that time the twelve sons of Aditi ( i
o b 3

Vivasvana Soma ctc } came there te offer their pla}'els
]

ko ks =
It was here that Sanatan Gosvami lived in his oldrai;m
I
Sanatan Gosvami would go daily to Mathura and beg

i . One
door to door, collecting one chapati from each house
x L]

1d him
déy Sanatan had a dream in which Madan Mohag to
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that He was liviog in the house of one brahmana ia Mathura,
and that he should come' there for madhukari (begging). The
Dext day, Sanatan went to the house of the brahmana and
saw Madan Mohan playing with the other children. Dus to

the brahmana’s spontaneous love, he treated Madan Mohan
as one of his chlldren.

When Sanatan saw this, he chastised him and explained
to him the rules and regulations of service to the deity.
That night, Madan Mohan appeared to Sapatan in a dream
and told him that He had been very happy living with the
brahmana as one of his children, but now that the brahmana
had beea told to introduce so many rules and regulations He
was not happy. Madan Mohan also spoke to the brahmana
and requested him that *You have so many sons, but Sanatan
has non, so you give Me to Sanatan, The next day, Sanatan
wenl to the brahmana and begged his forgiveness. The
brahmana requested Sanatan to take Madan Mohan, but
Sanatan said he could not do that because he was unable to
provide nice foodstuffs for him. Madan Mohan told Sanatan
that He would be happy with whatever he gave Him. Oge
day Sanatan was offering the usual dry chapatis to Madan
Moban, when Madan Mohan fequested Sanatan for some salt.

Sapatan told Madan Mohan, “Just see ! Nou you want

salt and tomorrow You will want sweets 1 I have so much

writing to do, so please accept this dry chapati.”

One day, Krsna das Kapura was taking some boats ful}
of goods to Agra for seeling, when He reached Dvadasaditya,
Where his boats hit the tocks and were unable to move Further.

Madan Mohan came there in the form of a cowherd
boy and told Krsnodas that he Wwould not be able to move
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i ho
Sanatan Gosvami, W
o to request
the boat, so he should g 1l o sl B Krsna das went,

was living on top of the ‘o help, but Sanatan told

and requested Sacatan Goswami ;
i hat
i re was nothing t L
5 L:“ m:o Madan Mohan for belp When he pray
shounld pray
jmmediately
gy Mﬁhwt‘his Krspadas thapked Sanatan andf left for
% one
s e h sol,d his goods for a large amount Of @ ;.
o w?mrc:mn-d to Sanatan Gosvami and off:-ed 1_7 e
: i rice
-t i Sapatan told him that he could build a |."|c
i Mohan, Later, due to fear of the Muslims,
- ex; to Jaipur, and at present is in the
n between Jaipur and Mathura in

- conld do and that he

the boat became free of the

temple for Mad
Madan Mohan was mov.
small village of Karoly 1

j n. .
Ra}asm:’hcn Vajranab, under the instruction o{‘ Mah:r_a;

iksit wanted to make deities of Krsna to be uiustalle in
o ; forests of Braj Mandal, he called for VlsvakarmaA
:gd‘:fh:u:mrk. At that time Uttara, the mother of Mla(har:]
Pariksit was the only person still present who had secnd —:sno,r
Under Ulttara’s directions, Visvarkam_la. made the e.: yH
Madan Moban, but when he had finished, Uttara sau? e
was perfect up to the waist, After this h.e made Govinda,
who Uttara said was perfect from the waist up [0 the ches;
and then Visvakarma made Gopinath, who Uttara declare
was perfect from the chest upwards,

Advaita Vat ;—1It was here that Sri Advaita .e:\carya
stayed when be came to Vrindavana after which he_deslfed to
go to Bengel to invoke the appearance of Sri Caltanya’
Mazhaprabhu,  Advaita Prabhu left his deity, Madan Gopa
in the care of 2 brahmana in Mathura of the name Puru-
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shottam Chobey. This same deity was later given to Sanatan
Goswami, and became known by the name Madan Mohan.

Bankibihari Temple :—Haridas Svami was a contempo-
rary of the six Gosvamis  He was especially famous for his
singing and his writing of bhajans. One day, while perfor-
ming his bhajan in Niduban, Haridass discovered this deity.
He installed Him in Niduban and later He was moved to the
present temple which was constructed in 1864, Darsanis
available from 10 to 12-30 in the morning and from 6 till 9 in
the evening.

Padha-Ballabha Temple :—This Temple was founded by
Hit Harivamsa Gosvami, a disciple of Gopal Bhatta Gosvami.
The worship of Radha-Ballabha is of a very high standard.
Thus this is one of the most popular Temples in Vrindavana,

Darsan is between 9 and 11 in the moming and 6 and 9 in the
evening. -
Seva-Kunnja (Nikunjvan) :—Here Krsna would deco-

rate Stimati Radharani’s hair with flowers, massage Her feet,
and offer other services to Her,

Lalita sakhi once informed Krsna that she was feeling
very thirsty. Upon hearing this, Krsna immediately created
a small Kunda by pushing His Floot into the ground. Thus
Lalita was able to quench her thirst.

This Kunda is in the
middle of this garden,

Radba and Krsna come here at night for enjoying
Their pastimes. Thus this garden is closed at night so that
0o ope may distrub Them

It is said that if one is so offen.
sive as to enter this gar

den at night he will die immediately
or go insane. :

"[ﬂ'liﬂlﬂ :—Krsna would sit wnder this tree and, due to
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His black body would
bhn was residing
this

His feeling separation from Radharani,
When Sri Caitanya Mahapra
& would come daily and sit under
Due to His feeling great separation
ould turn black. Darsan is

tarn golden’
in Akrura Ghata, H
tree and chant japa.
from Krsna His golden body %
abailable all day-

Padha-Suamasundara = e
nanda Prabhu, Opposite this temple 1s

Syamananda Prabhu, and the place where he received tilaka
from Srimati Radharani. Syamapanda Prabhu would sweep
the Nidoban daily. One day he was sweeping and he found
an anklebell, After looking at it carefully, he c'lecxded. thax.
it must belong to Srimati Radharani, Meanwhile, Srimati
Radharani had discovered that ome of Her ankle bells had
been lost, so She reguested Her fricod Lalita to return to
Nidubap and find it. When Lalita reached Niduban, fhz‘saw
Syamananda Prabbu sweeping; she inquired from him if he
had found an anklebell, Syamapanda said that he had, and
he smilingly inquired if it belonged to her, Lalita told him
that it belonged to her sister 80 he should give it to her.
Syamananda Prabhu refused to give the anklebell to her
anless her sister came Herself  Lalita insisted that he must
give it 1o her. Syamananda Prabhu insisted that her sister
come hersclf, Lalita returned to Radharani. After informing
Her what had happened, Srimati Radharani decided to go
Herself. On arriving at the Niduban, Srimati Radharani
approached Syamananda Prabhu and requested lum to return
Her ankizbell,

g :—These are the deities of Syama-
e Samadhi of

Syamananda then returned the anklebell to Her. Sri-
mati Radharani, feeling plessed with Syamapanda Prabhu’s
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service, revealed Her teal identity to him and, taking the
anklebell, She impressed it on his forchead, thus making 2
tilaka mark, After this, Srimati Radharani left, When the
other Vaivnavas saw Syamananda Prabhu's new tilaka, they
criticized him for wearing new tilaka, but when Srimati
Radharani appeared in a dream to Jiva Gosvami and told
him that She had given fhe tilaka to Syamananda Prabhu, all
the other Vaisnavas went to Syamapand and begged his forgiv-
eness. Still, to the present day, the followers of Syamananda
Prabhu wear the same tilaka. Darsan is from 8.30 to 11 in the
morning and from 5 to 8 in the evening.

Padha Damodara :—© Lord Damodara, I first off ali
offer my obeissances to the brilliantly effulgent rope which
binds your belly. I then offer my obeisances to your belly,
which is the abode of the entire universe. I humbly bow
donrn to your most beloved Srimati Radharani, and I offer all
obelfances to you, the supreme Lord, who displays unlimited
pastimes,

(Sri Damodarssl’.aka)

T.hi’ 5.5 the deity of Jiva Gosvami. Rupa Gosvami
;‘::G(;:i: i:.ltfﬁ':ih::t::t;:::z; due fo his great .love for
dasa Kaviraja Gosvami, Bhuea bha's A J“'a_ e
and also the puspa s;mad:i ; f BG"S‘_'a_m‘- ey e

Gosvami, The bhajan kuti A
bt utirs of Rupa Gosvami and His

Divine Grace A, C, Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada are
also here.

* T.he Govardhana Sila which was given to Sanatan
osvami containing the footprint of Krsna is also kept h.

Darshan is available be
tween 8-30 and 12 in th
between 5-30 and 8 in the evening. a

ere.
ming and
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Yﬂ” .—Lord Nityananda stayed

Nituananda Yat (Sringa tated in the Bhakti

i is visi Vrindavana. It is

here during His visit t0 L]
kara that Lord Nityananda always stays here epjoying
e Balaram, Here the cowherd boys

stimes in the mood of .
- th flowers and jewels,

would decorate Krsna wi

Goyinda Ghata :—When

and assembled with the gopis,
i i kind of opulences.
befitting a person with all . . : B
mhita, it is stated, ananda—cmﬁmaya—pranbhavnabhlh_
sal g ; :
Krspa alone is mnot particularly beautifull, but when His
7 ure energy, represented by Radha-

Lord Krspa finally reappeared
He looked very beautiful, Just
In the Brahma-

znergy-especiai]y His pleas

y nificent.
rani-expands, He looks very mag (Krsna Book)

it was at this
ed His rasa

After the gopis had searched for Krsna
place that Krsna refurned to the gopis and start
dance.
Nidhuban . Srimati Radharani and Krsna sleep.hercv
at night, According to Syapna-Vilasa one night Srimati
Radharani woke up suddenly baving had a strange dream.
She awakened Krsna and told him that She had a strange
dream. 1In this dream She had seenariver which looked just
like the Yamuna river, and on that river was a bridge which
looked just like the Yamuna bridge. Many devotees were
singing kirtan there, and amongst them was one golden
complexioned personality who was dancing aod chanting,
e Krsna | He Radha [ He was causing the whole univers‘e
to dance with Him, from Brahma dowan to the straw. Srimati-

. Radharapj inquired from Krspa, *Who was that person who
has captured My heart " Krsna simply smiled.

Then Radhbika said, "My dearest, Ican DOW under-

)

stahd that the from I saw was Yours, otherwise My heart
could not be so strongly attached  After Your birth Garga-
carya came to Nanda Maharaja’s house and told him that in
the future You will appear in yellow colour Gaurangavatara,
Whatever Gargacarya says will come true; thus My dream
was true,”

Krsna said, “Yes, in Kaliyuga I will appear in ithe
village of Nadia and preach Harnama Sankirtan, thus
proving Your dream true.”

Within this garden is the sleeping house of Radha-
Krspa, Visakha Kunda and the samadhi of Haridas Swami.

Radha Raman Temple :~-Seeing the Service readered by
the other Gosvamis to their Deities, Gopal Bhatta Gosvami
also desired to be able to render similar services
being able to dress the Lord, }

such as
In answer to his prayers one
of his saligram silas manifested as Srj Radha-Raman, This

event is still celebrated in a very grand and pompous way

when more than 100 litres of milk and other items

are
offered in abhiseka to Radhz-Raman,

Also kept within this
temple are the Kaupina and asana of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabbu, which Gopal Bhatta Gosvami brought with him
from Jagannath Puri.

His other Saligram silas are alsq
worshipped here.

: Within the Temple compound is the
samadhi of Gopal Bhatte Gosvami, next to which is the
appearance place of Radha-Raman, The present temple was
constructed in 1826, Darsan js geherallv available between

9 and 11 in the mornin i
‘ gand 6 to § in the eveni
limes very according to the sedson, i

Radha-Gokulananda Temple — Witkin this temple

the deities of Lokanatha Gosy &

ami {Radha—Viuod), Narottama
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Mahaprabhu), Visvanath Cakravati (Radha.
Caitanya Ma (; ardhao Sila of Raghunath dasa
h:h:as Og‘;veﬂ to him by Lord Sri Caitanya
deva Vidyabhusana's Vijaya Govinda,

dasa (

Gokulauandﬁ):

Gosvami, Whic

Mahapfabhuv and Bala .

s le are the

front of this temp 4 _—

Il? Narottama dasa and Visvapath Cakravarti.
Gosvami,

«__Within this temple, His Divine

Vdei Gup?gltilfg?ifa' Swfmi Prabhupada stayed when
e B‘:: Vrindavana, Next to this temple is the
w ﬁmm?nff Sri Gadadhara Pandita. One of Gadadhar
g:::lsi:a's Jtee:t.h has been enshrined at this .SPUt y

Dadha Gopindth ._.vSri Srila Gopinatha, who origi-

ke transcendental mellow of the rasa diance, stands on
s in Vamsivata and attracts the attention of the cow-
;::dsti?::slels with the sound of I.iis-oelib:ated flute. May
they all confer upon us their benediction. el

This deity was discovered by Paragananda :ita
carya in Vamsivat and was later given tc_) Madbu P::t o,f
hig diseiple. 'Whea Sritmati Jahnava Devi, the (:fo::sdarsan
Nityananda Prabhu, cafhe to Vﬁn«?avma, She came fo
of R;dha-Gopinnh’s evehing aratika.

While all the Vaisnavas were haviog darsao, '
Gopinatha junyped off the aliat and tobk Iahi:lav: D:elmbled
the deity robth atd closed the curtain Whe:?. the a B
Vaitoavas opened the curtain again, Srimati Jahnavamter
was gons and Gopinatha was standing on th? altct' s,imat’i
the deity of Anapga Manjari, the younger sister © i

i is Apanga 1]
Radharani was installed. Jahnava Devi 15‘ ol
in Krana's pastimes. Next to this temple is the S
Miadho Pandita,

samadhis of Lokanatha

suddenly
into
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Soha Gauranga Temple :=—"I offer my respectfull obf:i-
sances to Jagannatha dasa Babaj, who is respected by the
entire Vaisnava cpmmunity and who discovered thé place
where Lord Caitanya appeared ”

These are the deities of Jagannatha dasa Babaji. He
worshipped then while he was living in Surya Kunda.
Because they shone so brightly, cvery one thonght they were
made of gold. One day some thieves tried to steal them but
as they were leaving the deity room, they fell and dropped
the deities. After this Jagannatha dasa Babaji sent the deities
to Vrindavana to be worshipped. Sona Gauranga are still
in Vrindavana just opposite the Radha Gopinath Temple.
Altheugh the original temple bas fallen into disrepair, the
deities are kept just next door in one pérson's house. Darsan
is available most of the day.

Kesi Ghata :—Here Krsna killed the Kesi demon. For
one who takes bath here, the results of bathing in all the
holy places is awaiting him.

Chir Ghata :— Sri Krsna rested here after slaying the
Kesi demon  Lord Caitanya also rested at this spot. Some
sy that Kfsna stole the clothes of the gopis here although
others suy that it 15 8 1 miles up the siver. This latter opinion
is supported by Sri Jiva Gosvami.

B_ﬂmSiVﬂtd :—1It was here that Krsna came on the full
moon night of the Surat season (

2 Autumn season) and played
on His _flu'te to call the gopis an

d dance with them,

ﬁnpisvam Temple :—At the time of the rasa dance
Lord Siva also came to se¢ Kisna's wonderful dance. But
when F‘e f_eachEd the gate of the raca mandala, Lalita sakhi
a8d Visakha stopped himg and informed him that no males
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Lord Siva inquired what he l?ad to
2 told him that he had to give _up
e is couid be dobe by attaining
i in the Manasarovar

were allowed cptrance.

Jo to gain entrance.

at tl
the enjoying attitude and tha

the IC {" the guru b bathing
[ sur and y
he mercy © h u 4! :
This kunda is 2 miles from Vl’l.ndl.iV&ﬂl) -
l reafter rd Siva went and bathed in Manasar
Thereafte Lord Si ; ovar

S
rm of a gOPI When Lord

artaining the fo His dancing to welcome

rsna stopped "
rasamandala, Lo:;imh;rimui i i thl:a
Lord Siva. Al d. e g s s
&

sna h
king that Krsna :
saw that Srimati Radharani

thing that bad taken place an
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Sivananda Sene, tle Eight Kaviraja’s, the six Gosvami’s, ete
Also within this garden is Venu Kupa, This well was made
by Krsna simply by placing His flute in the ground, The
water of this well comes from Pataloka At the present time
this well is completely covered by grass and one has to
inquire as to its where abouts from the pujari.

Rodha Govinda Temple :—“In 2 Temple of jewels in
Vrindavao, underpeath a desire tree, Sri Sri Radha-Govinda,
served by Their most confidential associates, sit upon an
effulgent throne I offer my humble obeisances unto Them.”

(Caitanya Carthanraya)

Once Rupa Gosvami, feeling very unhappy due to not
being able to locate the whereabouts of the original deity of
Govindadeva, sat under a tree on the bank of the Yamuna,
At that time one beautifu] Young boy came to him and told
him about a hill where a cow went daily and poured her
milk into a hole. After telling Rupa Gosvami this, he took
him to that hill and requested him to find out what was
buried there, After making this request he ran off. Rupa
Gosvami thereafter discovered Govindadeva, and had Him
installed on that same hill. Later a beautiful seven storied
temple was built for Govindadeva’s worship, but when
Aurangazeb came he destroyed the top four floors, Gouinda-
deva was originally installed by Vajranab as the presiding
deity of the northern petal of the lotus of Braj. At this same

place which is known as the Yogapitha. In Jagannath Purj,
at the place known as Chakraved, there was a deity of

Srimati Radharani which £veryone was worshipping as Laksmi

But the son of King Prataparudra, Purusottama, could
understand that this deity was actually Srimati Radharani,
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. shf\a];at:e Vaikuntha planets to them. Sri Caitanya
::::::bhu s;ayed here when He visited Vrindavana. J ust
pext to this place is Yajna stala. It was here that the wives

of the brahmanas fed Krsna and Balaram

hern cornef of Vrinda-
sna and Balaram from

Davindla Kunda t—After Krsna had chas.tised the Kaliya
Serpent, He brought all the residents of Vrindaban here to
rest. While they were resting here a forest fire suddenly came
from all directions, threatening to burn them a_]l. But _Krsna
simply swallowed the entire fire. Close to this place iz one
Kalidhari garden within which is Vahakund. It was here
that Krsna came after swallowing the forest fire to rest.
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BIADRAVAN
This is situated 23 miles from Mathura and has a
parikrama of 3] miles It was in this forest that Krsna killed
the demon Vatsasura. There is on: Badrisvara Siva Temple
here. This temple was founded by Vajranab

BIHANDIRVAN
This is 19 miles from Mathura and has a parikrama of
4 miles. It was in this forest that Balaram killed Pralambasura.
Bhandir Kupg : —This well was made by Krsna when
His friends ipformed Him that they were thirsty, Krspa
simply pushed His flute in to the ground and thus created a
well. On a full moon night the water in this well furns White
After Balaram had killed Pralambasura, He came to this well

to take rest The impression of His crown can still be
seen here.

Bhandirvat :—It is stated ia Gopal Champu that
Radha and Krsna were married under this tree, At that time,
Lord Brahma became the officiating priest,
demigods also took part in the ceremony,

BILVAVAN ( SRI VAN )

This forest is 10 miles froom Mathura and has a
parikrama. of 3 miles.

and the other

laksmi ]’emp]e -—"Just to associate with Krsna, Laksmi
abandoned all transcendental happiness jn Vaikuntha and for
a long time accepted vows and regulative principles and per-
formed unlimited austerities”

(Caitanya-Cariamrta Madhya 9 11 3)
Laksmi, being desirous of attaining

gopi in Vn‘udavana, stays in this forest perfo
Previously there were mapy bael trees here,
come here with His friends for picnicking,

the position of a
rming austeritjes.
and Krsna would
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This forest i 4 miles from Mathura and has a
ikrama of 3 miles, It was here that Lohajanghasura was
r 3
:all d. It was here also that Jarasandha was defeated 18
illed.

{imes. There is a temple of Radha-Gopinatha here and also
mes.

a kunda of the name Krsna kunda,

DOUTS

#Krena then spoke to His elder brother Balaram as

follows : 'My dear brother, You are superior to all of us,

i by the demigods,
lotus feet are worshiped by
e (Krsna Book p.p 113)

L]

This is 11 miles from Mathura, Here Dovji (Balaram).

the presiding deity of the southern petal of the !otus of Bra.u
resides. This is the largest deity in Braj, mfeauurmg zlpproxr-
mately 6 foot 6 inches high and is black in colour I".[c is
the only one of the four presiding deities who has rimmned
in Braj. At the time of the Muslim invasions, Douji conce-
aled Himself in Kirsagar, a kunda situated behind the present
!emplelﬂirgnqdr +—On one occasion the Yadavas and th'u
cowhered men brought milk from 100,000 cows for Balaram's
plesure, This kunda was constructed to contain the milk,
different types of sweet preparation’s were made, esyecially
one sweet named payas

MAHAVANA ( SOHULA )
“Oh image of Goloka, Sri Gokla | All glories unto

you | You are very long and beautifull, and your area is
22 Yojans ( 176 miles ). One must chat this mantra 22

{ 59°)

times and offer obeisances, Thus one becomes entitled to

moksha and will attain Goloka,”
(Va raha-puran)

Chaurasi-khambha ( Nanda Maharal’s house ) :—After
the birth of Lord Krsna, Vasudeva carried Him along the
Wwestern bank of the Yamuna to Kologhat, where He crossed
the Yamuna and proceeded to 'the house of Nanda Maha-
raja, which is situated on a hill and has 84 columas.

It was here that Krsna spent His early childhood, His
handprints con still be seen in the stons. On the side of
this hill are small temples made of mud and straw, which
mark the places where Krsna killed Putana, Trinavarta and
Sakatasura, Just next to this hill is another hill. It was
here that Lord Balarama took Birth,

Utkhal (grinding morter) :— “To the Suprem Lord,
Whose form is the embodiment of eternal existence, knowle-
dge, and bliss, Whose shark-shaped earrings are svinging to
and fro, Who is beautifully shining in the divine realm of
Gokula, who ( due to the offense of breaking the pot of
yogurt that His mother was churning into butter and then
stealing the butter that was kept hanging from a swing ) is
quickly runping from the wooden grinding morter in fear of
Mother Yasoda, but Who has been caught from behind by
Her who ran after Him with greater speed; to that supreme
Kord, Sri Damodara, I offer my humble obeisances

(Sti Damodarastak

This is the place at which Lord Krsna was tied to ths
grinding morter by Moter Yasoda, It is sivated at a distance
of balf a mile from the town of Mahavana i
endown hut.  Within 50 yards is
(sapter samudrika kup),

n & small brok-
Nanda Maharaj's wel]
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$ti Gokulchandrama :—©h Gokuleshwar oh Ballkrsna

oh granter of boons glories unto you in order to protect the

peaple of Brajmandal you have manefested yourself as a
child” (one who chants this prayer will attain goloka)

( Puranic )

Previosly Vrajranab installed this deity here in Maha-"

vana, Later it was mooved to Jaipur and at the presenttime

it is worshipped in Kamavan.

Brahmand @hat :—Anotherday, when Krsna and Bala-
ram where playing with Their Friends, all the boys joined
Balaram and told Mother Yasoda that Krsna had eaten clay.
On hearing this, Mother Yasoda caught hold of Krsna's
hand and said, **My dear Krsna, why have you eaten earth
in a solitary place ? Just see, all your friends including
Balaram are Complaining about You ” Being afraid of His
mothea, Krsna riplied, ““My dear mother, all these boys
including My elder brother Balaram, are speaking lies against
Me. I have never caten clay, My elder Brother Balaram,
while playing with Me today, became angry, and therefore
He has joined with the other boys to complain against Me.

They have all combined together to complain so you will
be angry and chastise Me. If you think they are truthfull
then You can look within My mouth to see whether I have
taken clay or mot.”” His mother repiied, “All right, if you

have actually not taken any clay, then just open Your mouth.
I shall see.”

When she Iooked within His mouth she saw the entire

universe, This Ghat is at a distance of one mile from
Mahavana town,

RATVAL

S powerful is the glancing of Her eyes that the flute
falls from Krsna’s hands, His peacock-crown starts slipping
off, His yellow shawl gets displaced and He swoons and falls
to the ground Oh I wonder will I ever have the chance of
serving such a Radharani with full devotion and love 77

(Radha-rasa-Sudha-Nidhi 39)

This is at a distance of five miles from Mathura, It was
here that Radharani was born. Once Sucandra and Kalavati
were performing austerities and lived on the leaves which
fell from the trees. Afier 10,000 years had passed, Lord
Brahma appeared before them and asked what boon they
wanted. Kalavati informed him that she wanted the consort
of Lord Visnu to bscome her daughter  After a little con-
templation, Lord Brahma informed them that in Dwaparyuga
Lord Krsna would appear and that His consort Radharani
would become their daughter. In Dwaparyuga Sucandra and
Kalavati became Vrsabhanu and Kirtida One day Vrsabhanu
went to the Yamuna to take bath, When he reached the
bank of the Yamuna, he saw that a very dazzling light was
coming from the Yamuna. After a little while, he could see
that in the middle of the Yamuna on a lotus there was a
small girl standing, but he couid not reach Her,

When he became perplexed with the situation, Lord
Brahma arrived there and informed him of his previous birth
and his desire to have the consort of Lord Visnu as his
daughter. Lord Brahma told him that Radharani was the
original Laxmi and that he should take very good care of Her,
Then Lord Brahma handed him the smill girl.  After taking
Lord Brahma's permission, Vrsabhanu returned home,
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When Mother Yasoda heard the news that a daunghter
had been born to her friend Kirtida, she went to congratulate
her, taking Krsna with her,

Kirtida told Mother Yasoda that she was very happy
to have such a beautiful daughter, but she was feeling a little

distressed because her daughter was blind. While this dis- '

cussion was going on between Mother Yasoda and Kirtida,
baby Krsna was crawling around the room. When He came
to the cradle where Radharani was sleeping, He caught hold

of the cradle and pulled Himself up, He looked at Radharani. -

At that time Radharani alse puvlled Herself up and looked at
Krsna. When the two mothers saw this they became very
happy.
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oW TO 6T TIHERE
E[gm ﬁgtbﬂm 01 Vendavans,......oo ... Every 30 mins,

(tomga and ricksha facilities are also
available)

jaya radhe jaya krsna jaya vrndavan
sii-govinda gopinatha madan-mohan

syama-kunda radha-kunda giri-govardhan
kalindi jamuna jaya jaya mahavan

Govardhana................ .Every 40 mins,

- bamsi-bata dwadasa-kanan
(and oo to Barsana & Mandagram) kesi-ghata bamsi dw

jaha saba lila keilo sri-nanda-nandan

Mahavana & Douji .. ... Every 40 mins
(Buses can be cawght at the small bus
stand on the other side of the Yamuna

from Mathura)

sri-nanda-jasoda jaya jaya gopa-gan
sridamadi jaya jaya dhenu-vatsa-gan

jaya brsabhanu jaya kirtida sundari

DR, IR, R B Lot Every | hour jaya paurnamasi jaya abhira-nagari

jaya jaya gopiswara vrndavana-majh
jaya jaya krsna-sakha batu dwija-raj

[rgm ij"!ﬂ to : Mathura,.............,......... Every 30 mins,

Radha-kunda & Govardhana,,,............
6to7 AM, and 12-30 to 1 P.M.

(aceording to scason)

jaya rama-ghata jaya rohini-nandan
jaya jaya vrndavana-basi jata jan

jaya dwija-patni jaya naga-kanya-gan

Nacdagram & Barsana........7 to 8§ AM, :
e bhaktite jahara pailo govinda caran

(according to season)

sri-rasa-mandala jaya jaya radha-syam

Delhi ..........8 AM, and 3 to 4 P.M. e ;
jaya jaya rasa-lila sarva-manoram

From ﬁg!lld!ﬂ!ﬂ tg ; Mathura,,....,................ Every 48 mins.

Barsana & Nandagram ... Every 40 wins.

jaya jayojjwala-rasa sarva-rasa-sar
parakiya-bhave jaha brajete pracar

Radba-kunda & Vrndavana.,..1]1 A M.
& TP M.

sri-jahnava-pada-padma koriya smaran
dina krsna-dasa kohe nama-sankirtan

X X E Y FEF R N R N N o e
Y P Y Tl Ty Far T Pt i L R e g g

y Lk ab ot ol ak ad af of af al ol ol ol of ol ol )
* Buses do not —_— = T T T BB bl il i
Mote: run between Barsana to Vindavana. Kashi Printers & Packers, Mathura (] Phone : 3520



